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HE Author of theſe 
Papers does eafily 
foreſee, that this 
following Diſconrſe ' 

y will not be wekcom 

© ſundry forts of Readers: As for 
' Sioſe that are curions,and that are 
leaſed only with Noveltres , he 
Poets to be defpiſed' by ſuck, 
"Or he knows, that theſe A4thenr- 
A 3 ans 
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«115 ſpend their time in hearing, Othit 
. relling fome new thing, and hRe: 
will not wonder that theſe me Or! 
Trould call him Babler. Nor do ep 
be much value the Cenſares offity 
thoſe men that had rather be /ear- | if 
ed than koly, But yet he hopes, tþe 
the following Diſcourſe carrywe 
with it 1r#t5, that he ſhall notflo 
deſerve a Cenſure, becauſe '1t 1$at 
not 7riz1,. as well as true: For affor 
he was at firft caſt upon theſe metry 
ditations, to ſupply the neceſ{y 
ties of ſuch as required all plainiſac 
neſs of ſpeech 3 ſo it is now madeDe 
publick for the benefit of fuch qbe 
And if to any ſuch, whoſe HeartsN, 
are better than their Heads, thifye 
Treatiſe ſhall afford any ſpiritualbe 
advantage, the Author will moſtha 
chearfully undergo the ſcorn a 
ſe 


the; more curious Reader finceth 
his deſign m publiſhing theſe ax 
_ things 


' 
| 
' 
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8, Othings was, not to entertain the 
d Rate with quaint, and alery 
meforms of Speech, but faithflly to 
Otepreſent to him the great neceſ- 
s Ofty of reformation in Heart and 
zarn} ite. And certamly it would 
'S, lþe a great piece of Vanity in fo 
arryweighty a matter as this 1s, to 
notfloarifh with affeted, and oſten- 
It 1tatious forms of Speech : And 
r atfome -Men would queſtion the 
mextruth of what we ſay, if we 
eſlifhould dreſs our Diſcourſes in 
amiſuch a Pedantry as Boys do their 
adeDeclamations. That Man woutd 
h {be very cruel that ſhould fee his 
artyNeighbours Houſe on fire, but. 
thifyet would not give his Neigh=« 
uatbour notice of. his danger, till he. 
Oſthad ſtudied a quaint Speech to de- 
ae the faid Tidings with. When 


ace the flames of Hell are approaching 
eſq/apace to the men we preach to, 
Dgs NS A 4 the 


| 


The Praface. 


the danger will command us te abi 
he earneſt; but not oblige us te do# 
be elagrent. We muſt rather do be: 
as the Angels did by Lt, whe dei 
inſtead of holding him with an ry 
cloquent Harangue, told him ts 1 
plainly of the danger that did ap- C0! 
proach, and while he lingred, laid Al 
their hands on him, and brought qu 
him out of the City. W1 
To. others this following Dif- pe 
courſe will be nnwelcome 3; not gre 
only becauſe -it bath been ſo har- th: 
dy to come abroad in publick, At 
when there are fo many Books al- Ex 
ready that can find no entertain- thi 
ment : But alſo becauſe this Ar- ha 
gument hath already been hand- th 
led by men of great- worth and W 
name. And indeed it cannot be 1s 
denied that the world is toofull of 
Books, and that this ſubje& hath 
been inſiſted on by men of great K 
abili- 
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Is te abilities. But them every” one 
Ss te does not meet with what hath 
r dc been ſaid, nor can every one un- 
whe derftand them, and there are ve- 
an ry few that heed them, and: yet 
bin ts the thing it {elf of very great 
ap- concernment to the Souls of men. 
laid And indeed, confidering how fre- 
ght quently men delude themſelves. 
with a promiſe of Death-bed Re- 
If: pentance., and how they tran(+ 
not grefs mn the mean tune, and make 
ar= ther Accounts ſwell ; and-the 
ck, Author having had too much ſad 
a]- experience -in the prevailing of 
in- this conceit ' among. thoſe that: 
\r- have been.committed to. his care, 
d- thought himſelf obliged to bear 
1d witneſs. againſt ſuch a miſtake as 
ze is at once bath very common, and 

of VEry. permerns - 
h - But. there - is. another fort of 
it Readers, who though they may. 
[= | As peule 
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peruſe the things that are here of- je 
tered, and let them paſs withonthhe 
a cenſure, will not be perſwaded ſen 
ro an effeftua}, and ſpeedy refor-nef 
mation. The moſt undeniablegq; 
Reaſons, the moſt paſſionate Ex-4hj 
hortations, the moſt earneſt in- he 
treaties will not prevail with ax 

them preſently to forfake all their {gx 
fins, and to love, and ſerve God: my 
They will {1 put the evil day hef 
far- from them., and promiſe. ,e 
themſelves te and grace enough! ref 
to repent hereafter 3 and if one the 
ſhould riſe from the dead, and. 
fromthe damned, yet would they! thi 
not be perſwaded to make hafte.. ge 
Theſe men are buried in ſenſual' zþ 
delights and pleaſures, and have 
acquainted themſelves with thoſe ap 
things only that gratifie , and hj 
pleafe the animal life ; they have gf 
been brought up in ſin and fooliſh. j1 
2 - pleaſures, 
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ob Jleaſures, and taught to admire 
Oltthe pomp and gaiety of this pre- 
ded ent World, and to purſue ear- 
OF-neſtly the deſtgns of their pride 
bleand laſt, and covetouſneſs, and 
ExX-+think that a little after-care about 
M-their Souls, a few hopeful words 
1th/at laſt will ſatisfie Almighty God 
EIT for all. They know ſome care 
0d. muſt be taken about their Souls 
2ay before they die 3 that they maſt 
ne repent and amend, and this they 
8h' refolve to do ſome time: before 
ne their death. 

1d Tſhall not forbear to fay ſome- 
©Y ' thing to ſuch a Man that thus 
E.. delays his Repentance, over and 
al' above whar he may find in the en- 
'e ſaing Diſcourſe, by which it will 
le appear, however he may deceive 
d his own Soul, that when he puts 
'E© off his repentance to hereafter, 
b. in all probability he will never 
p TEPENT - 
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repent at all ; but die in his fiat b 
and be miſerable to all eternityare 
And to convince fuch a man, thathe 
this may very juſtly be preſumedyno! 
and feared, I ſhall deſire him 'tarha 
confider with me the followmg fewwh 
verals,. which will make it veryto 
probable , that whereas he-ſaysde 
he will repent hereafter, that yetthy 
he will never repent at al. 'thi 
[-} Confider,: thou that fay- wi 
eſt thon wilt repent hereafter , aft 
what ſhould be the reaſon why' br 
thou canſt not do it zow? and'fo 
whether the very ſame reaſon that w 
hinders thee from reforming now, o 
will-not efways binder thee? Say as 
what i 1s , thou that makeſft thefe m 
delays, that keep thee from re- w 
forming preſently 3 is it the want. n 
af power todo it ? and how doſt > 
thon know. thy. ability will be 
| Breater hereafter than now? Is 
it 


T be P reface. 


$ fiat becauſe the Rules of the Goſpel 
NKYare' fevere and. ftrift? and will 
thathey not be as ſevere hereafter as 
nedynow they are? Or doſt thou hope 
nN tathat God will unbend. hrs Laws. 
8 Exwhich are unatterable, and ſtoop 
YErFto thy profaneneſs ? Or doſt thou 
laysdelay thy amendment , becauſe 
 Yetthy fins are many and great, and 
 /thou deſpaireſt of mercy ? And: 
ay- will not the heap be as great here-- 
fer, after as now? Is it thy worldly: 
vhy buſineſs, and will it not always be 
nd ſo? That which now hinders thee: 
hat will always do fo, *cill it is taken 
ow, out of the way 3 thmgs ſtanding; 
ay as they are; the iffite and event 
cle muſt needs be the ſame, Fhart 
'e- which makes thee unfit #o day, wilt 
nt. make thee as unfit #o morrow 5- 


[ 2. ] More 


The Preface. 
[2] More unfit. Thou md 


like to be more un 
Cti14s fſibi plaga® fit every day than ro 


rom eaeſeiarny ther, Tt is hereÞat 


are permittitur. as 1 a wound orla! 
ha ſore , | the longer if 
continues, the more!" 
| hard it is to cyreit, wWhereasa® ! 
timely dreſſing may cure it quick- 1 


- ly: A Diſeaſe that is timely taken 4 


is cafily cured 5 but if it ſtay ef} 
till it have altered theBlood, and 
have amaſſed together a load of i? b 
filth, and deſtroyed the tone and 9c 
ſtrength of the principal parts, ”” 
and brought 1n a general il] habit 4 
of body. ; it may then be paſt all ##* 
remedy. Whatever unfits thee #ho 
now, . will make thee mach more Chi 
unfit hereafter. For as the work D 
will then be more hard ; fo will 
thy ſtrength be weaker, thy time %* 
ſhorter, thy diſcouragements #" 
5 LB oreater, 


I 
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argreater , and thy temptations 
un. objections more and more 
hantrong than they were before. He 
1erehat thinks of repenting on his 
orleath-bed, ſhould remember that 
r jt) will have a greater task to do, 
oreJnd leſs time and ſtrength to do it 
2s 2M than now he hath. 
ck: If thy ſens are ſo many and fo 
cen treat now , that thou doſt almoſt 
ay Jeſpair of mercy, certainly the 
will be more and greater then : I 
of it be troubleſome to thee now to look. 
1d back upon thy old ſcores, ſurely there 
ts, ill be more of labour and diſcou- 
fit Fragement in it, 10 undo and unravel 
111 the many firs of a long life : If now . 
2e thou thinkeſs the Commands of 
- Chriſt ſevere and ſiri&, certain- 
k Jy hereafter, when thou haſt been . 
11 more engaged in ſin , longer . 
@ wedded to the World, and thy Luſts 
g are faſter riveted to thy Soul, thou. 
r, wilt 


4 
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ilt think wore hardly of a hatyi lif 
aud the Commands of. Chriff wile 
mare grievous to thee. If now it 
ſe bard a tash, mhat wilt thou thingyg 
it: mben thy day is —_ ſpent, 
thy. Sau a ſetting 8 if it be hardhj; 
row toc eaſt ont the - aneleau Spirityj 
and bind the ſtrong man , what Yid 
tack will "it be when there are morte 
evil Spirits to'caſt. out 8 It the Ethiyea, 
opian can change his'Skin, or thep,; 
Leopards {pots ,. then may ye | 
alſo do good, that are 'accuftom4ho; 
_ do _ 2 this 
-|. 3. | Conſider, tho. that ſayeſirep, 
thou — a hereafter , Jo? 
ther thou haſt zoh\formerly promtſe edwo 
to repent, and yet broken thy mord 2:er 
and if thon haſt, why ſhouldeſt thonye 
believe thy felf agaims Didſt thondn 
zrever npdes: forme Sick, Bed, or undercep 


ſome. great' danger, make a Yam,da\ 


that if God wontd deliver thee, heſay. 
Ra ſhould 
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Y Gfbould be thy God ; and yet for all 
all. What , when the danger hath beer 
Tt Over , thou haſt returned .to thy ſans 
thimnd evil ways again ® And haſt 
on not as much reaſon as ever to 
harthink., that as thou didſt then but 
piriffiſſemble with God , ſo now thou 
bat gidſt but mock, him 2 Thy deceitful 
morteart is ſtill in thy Breaſt, aud as 
"thifeady to zmpoſe upar bee as ever it 
 thapas. 
' ye [ 4.] Conſider , thou that ſayſt 
OM4hou wilt repent to morrow, = 
this morrow will come : Thou wilt 
yeſtrepent hereafter, thou ſayſt , but 
pbedbat is an uncertain and unlimited 
ſedword, whereas God limiteth a 
a ?:ertain day , ſaying , To day if 
hoxye will hear his voice, Heb. 4. 7. 
honAnd again, Behold now 1s the ac- 
dexrepted time, behold now is the 
aw,cay of ſalvation, -2. Cor. 6. 2. God 
heſays Now, we ſay Hereafter : God 
uld ſays 


8 modo 
non haben Mo | 
gum. A'S: the dangeron 
to morroWs 
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faſt by his delays till he le unhinge# 
by a very effeFual change. He 
that uſes delays, how fair ſoever he 
ſpeak, yet does not advance at all - 
Fe is like the hindermoſs Wheels of 
a Chariot or Coach, which are in- 
deed-near the foremoſt Wheels, and 

cem to run with a deſign ts over- 
take them, but yct being faſtned to 4 
lower Axle-tree, they never make any 
nearer approaches to then. 


Nam quamvis prope te, quamvis 
temone ſub uno 

Vertentem ſeſe, fruſtra ſetabere 
canthum, 

Cum rota poſterior curras & in 
axe ſecundo. ; 


There is no end of theſe delays 3 
they are the Devils device to draw 
F; thee into an inevitable deſtrution 3 
tis the Sluggard that ſays, mo 

: Iittle 
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\ little ſlumber, 2 w 1 
& the hands t© lleep, 
G ſhall his poverty come as one 7 
eth, and his Want as an 
armed Manl- The Devil £4 wel 
ure thou ſhouldſt promiſe #0 7c 
om hereafter > long as 112 Fe 
reſt in thy #95 


+51] there he no ti118 + 


| and ſo onwards, ! 
left to 1477 out. This # well expreſt 


by the Satyriſt, 


Cras hoc fict 5 idem Cras get 5. 


quid quabi magnum 


Nempe 
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Nempe diem donas 3 ſed cum lux 
altera venit, 

Jam cras heſternum conſumfſimus z 
Ecce aliud cras 
Egerit hos annos, & ſemper paw- 

lam erit altra. ; 


To morrow ſhall my work, be done, 


Or when to morrow's paſt and 


| ( gone, 
The next day ſhall to morrow be, 


A day ſpall break, no Squares with 


( me. 


. He grams too litthe that doth give 


But one day both to turn and live. 
But when another days come on, 
Ozr firſt tomorrow s fled and gone; 
Another morrow there makes haſte, 
And our remaining time doth waſte ; 
And thus we make no ſtops, but ſay 
We ftill expef® another day. | 


And 
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. And. therefore 1 ſhall earneſily 


beſeech the Reader to uſe no more 
vain delays. but to haſten out of this 
ſons, and immediately to. turn unto 
the-:Lord bis God, who will be 
better to him than all his worldly 
profits and pleaſures can. This 
sf he do at all, he muſt do it quick- 
l;:'We muſt. tread upon thorns 
while'our ſhoes.are upon our feet : 
There) can be no fitter opportunity 
than the preſent '#o ſet upon this 
work, - He that depends upon his 
Jaſt Hour is like to be deceived : 
The Jews have a ſaying to this pur- ' 
poſs worth. our heeding, That he | 
that puts off the hour, the hour 
ſhall pat him off, He that neg- | 
leFs the preſent Seaſon out of hopes 
of one #0 C0me., F1 likely fo be deceiu- 
ed at laſt. | | 
Now the Lord grant, that what 
is here offered may to good to the | 
I Souls | 
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Souls of men That we may ſo ef- 
feFually lay theſe things to heart; 


that they may not make for our con- 


demmation at that great day. If 
the Reader receive any advantage 
by what is here offered, the Author 
deſires him firft' to give God the 
praiſe, and then to pray for hin 
that hath made theſe things pub- 
lick, that when he preaches to others, 
be himſelf may not be a caſt-away. 
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Here cannot be a more dan- 
not is. there a mote 
| 20 Crev2ilin efror artiongt 
| Fhoſe t call thetnſelves 
| Chtiftars” than this, thar thoagh 
{ welexd our lives as we lift, yer we 
ſhalt be undoubtedly happy hereaf- 
ter, if upon our Dearh-beads it, repetit 
| tisof our liatis; wheti yet by repatt: 
ing we mean io DRE, | but a Kt itig 
-| unto God for mercy, and acty rs: 

 nþor ow Fives as great - 


we cat, 
| £35 ak cu 


ſitei 
and peryerſe, 
Wo 


who eli 2 were crook 
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we ſhall think well of our ſelves, and 
ſhall be thought ro have made a god- 
ly and comfortable end, and to be un- 
gueſtionably gon to a better place. 
Thus will a charitable Neighbour- 
hood judge, and perhaps the Preacher 
r00 at the Funeral will confidently pro- 
nounce it , and then 'tis eaſily beltey- 
ed; andevery ſinner comforts up him- 
{elf in his evil ways, and thinks to get 
to Heaven at laſt ar as cheap a rate. 
By this means the great purpoſes of 
the Goſpel are made void, and thede- 
ſign of our Saviours appearing, defeat- 
ed: Men think a good life is not of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity in order to their future 
happineſs, and they take. no longer care 
how they live; the moſt they aim at is, 
that they may die with a parcel of good 
words in their mouths. 'They run on 
in their fins in the mean while, and 
think it will be ſoon enough to repent 
when they make their Wills, or when 
they liea dying: Thus the poor finner 
is blinded,and makes haſt to fill up the 
meafure of his iniquity,and repents not 
till he do it with the Flames of "Et a- 
out 


a —_— — —— —————— 
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bout him, till it be too late, and to no 
purpoſe. Many that are now in eterna! 
rorments, made haſte to them witl: 
theſe foolith hopes avqut them : And 


z ref: God 
z. nat What. iS Ofter'd 
35to ſtop*tlie{imer- in 


confirityhith 
Almighty 
his ARG: ard fend him bame ro him- 
felf; and to his God!” T do rovjare the 


Reader,as he loves tsBwn ſoul,an 
he-Woutd oy erazlly-mjſerable, 
thifhEwoutdFto Het rial what is 
here-offeed; Afthe weld do it in his 
retifemeneTs ahmea#thoughts, re- 
f#eQinghoWfltrheis concern'd inthete 
es I B 2 things : 


,and as 


_ —_—_ 


4 ThePYoung Bans Outy. 
things - I ſhall proceed and ſhew the 


great vanity of this conceit by ſundry 
Arguments. 


Ba WF 
Nd ol this will appear to 

be a great miſtake, if wedo bur 
confider duly the nature of true re- 
pentance z which (however we thruft 
it into a narrow room) we ſhall find 
to be a_duty more difficult and com: 
prehenlive, and which requires more 
crime and pains than.men are generally 
apt to believe ic does. . For tho.we 


frequently ſpe i EPencance, ang 
von tot, and A ears f, 
i er Ho | | 


NS 


+ * 
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ſhall vindicate it from thoſe miſtakes 
that men are in about it. 

1, They are much miſtaken that 
think Repentance no more bur a par- 
cel of good words, a loud crying to 
God for mercy, and exclaiming a- 
gainſt our ſelves as great ſinners : This 
we can eafily do, and love our ſins ne- 
vertheleſs when we have done; it 
breaks none of our bones co do this, 
it puts us to no pain at allz nay we 
can do 1t, and yet be inwardly pleaſed 
with-our fin in the mean while ; this 
is all the Repentance that many men 
have, or aim at 3 they fin, and they 
confeſs, but then they {tn again,and con» 
fels again, and keep this round while 
ny live. Many men do that which a 
little before they confeſt 
was their fin, and they £94" 2-0 
will confeſs it again pre- fanitnt vn Sh 
ſently, and yet goon to ww: [6 plan 
commit again the fame 2#»2. Salv. de 
things. This black Gircle Cub Der,6h.3, 
(as one well ſaid ) of Sz and confeſs, 
Confeſs and [m,encompaſſes as well Prote- 
pants as Papiſt. We think our ſelves 

B 3 very 


Ee IE ED 
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very ſafe in this Circle, and that our 
{ins cannor do us more hurt, than our 
confeſſion does us good : But certainly 
we have very baſe 2nd low thoughts 
of God.if we think to charm and cheat 
him thus eafily, if we think he will be 
mocked with ſuch inetecual Confeſ- 
{10ns as theſe are : What man would 
endure ſuch uſage as this? Will our 
Neighbour be pleated with us,becauſe 
we confeſs we have done him wrong, 
when he ſees we continue todo fo ſtil] ? 
This were indeed an eafje way to Hea- 
ven,a very. ſick man,and the moſt guil- 
ty mighe ſoon do this.;. I {hall * tran- 
{cribe the words of a grave Author up- 
Sir W.Rale;jgh ON this occaſion : If, ſays 
his Preface to he, accoraing to I. Peter, 
the Hiſtory of the righteous jhall ſcarcely 
re Horld. be ſavedand that God ſpa- 
red wot has Angels,where (hall thoſe appear, 
who having ſerved their appetites all ther 
lives, -preſume to think. that the ſewzere 
Gommanaments of the All-powerful God. 
were given but 13 ſport , and that the 
tort breath we draw when Death af ns 
as, if we can but faſhion it to the os 
0 
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of mercy, ſufficient ? - But what ſhall we 
call a aifeſteeming,an oppoſing,(or indeed) 
@ mocking of God ; if thoſe men do not 
oppoſe him diſefteem him,anad mock him: 
that think it enough for God , to ask 
him forgiveneſs at leiſure, with the re- 
#:ainaer, and laſt drawing of a malici- 
ous breath ? For what ao they otherwiſe 
that die this kind of well aying, but ſay 
unto God as followeth ? We beſeech thee, 
O God, that all the falſhoods, forſwear- 
ings, aud treacheries of our lives paſt, 
may be pleaſing unto thee , that thou 
wilt for our ſakes ( that have had no 
le:;zſure to do ariy thing for thine) change 
thy Nature, (though impoſſible ) and 
forget to be a juſt God; that thou wilt 
love Injuries and Oppreſſion ;. call Am- 
bition, Wiſaom ; and Charity, Foolsſh+ 
neſs. Certainly theſe wife World. 
lings have etther found out a new God, 
or made one, ant 1n all uhelyhood, ſuch 
a Leader one' as Lewis the Eleventh 
wore in his Gap; which when he cauſed 
any that he feared or hated to be killed, 
he would take it from his Head, and 
kaſs it, beſeeching him to pardon him this* 
B 4 one 


| 
| 
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one evil AF move, and 1t ſhould be the 
laſt  MMeckerees indeed fit to be uſed to- 
wards a leaden, but not tomards the 
ever-living God, Thus he. Certain- 
iy the Devil can well endure we 
ſhould confeſs our fins, if we forſake 
them not 3 we ſhall not much diſturb 
him by ſpeaking againſt his Works, if 


we deſtroy them not. Theſe are 


words of courſe, that neither trouble 
the Devil, nor yet pleaſe God. The 
Souldier of Chriſt muſt fight, as well 
as thys bid defiance againſt his ſins. 
Plutarch tells us , that when, 
heard one of his Soldiers to ra 
the Greaz King , againit Whom he 
was entertained to fight, thithe ſtruck 

him with his Lance, 


Vide Flat. A- and told him; >He did 


athegm. "Won AD. 
Oe not maintain him to razl, . 


but to fight againſt Alexander. Certain- 
ly we Tall ſhew at once more Cqu- 
rage, .as well as more fincerity, by 
farſaking our ſins, than by ſpeaking 
evil of them. : STS. 

2 They are much miſtaken that think 
al ſorrow that ariſes in their minds Up: 
n 
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on occaſion of their {ins,is true Repen- 
tance. As.if any (orrow occaſioned 
by reaſon of our fins, were that for- 
row which is after a godly fort. Such 
men are ready to think chat a me- 
lancholick fit, a few ſighs and groans, 
an hanging down the head like a bul- 
ruſh, and a retiring a while from our 
mirth and company, a ſour face, and 
moiſt eyes make up the whole and 
fum of Repentance. This certainly 
is a very wide miſtake; for though 
this ſorrow may be a ſtep to, or a com- 
panion of trae Repentance, yet alone 
if comes much ſhort of the main work. 
For ſach-men as theſe many times dil 
like the puniſhment , not the faule x 
and grieve, not ſo much becaufe rhem- 
« wy Ga , as Og FO 
fult. elr 11 brin cr E Upon 
them it is the rad, aot the //# that 
makes them forrowful. Thew.have a 
certain preſage of the uneaſineſs of the 
flames of Hell; their galled and aking 
Conſcience flies in their faces;they feel 
hezvy ſtrokes upon their Hearts, for 
thoſe ſins which che world does not ſee 
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This makes them. pale and dumpith, 


'when they receive upon their Souls 
- the tefler ſtrokes of Hell, and*'when 


they ſee the hand-writing point at 


them ——Tarita ſudant precorata culps, 


This will make the ftouteſt Son of 


'Anack bend, and yet does it not make 


him a true Penitent.For the moſt wick- 
ed men- may repent at this rate, and 
many times do it : Thus 7a4as, when 
he had betrayed our Saviour, when he 


ſaw he was condemned, reperted him 


felf, Mat. 27. 3. That 1s, his Conſci- 
ence had told:him, he had done great- 
ly amiſs, in that he had betrayed 1nnc- 
cent blood, v.4, He had a great ſor- 
row upon him, a moſt exceſhve grief 
upon his mind, ſo great and ſo prel- 
{ing, that there are that-are ready to 


_ rhiok, that (however our Tranſlation 
tells us, thag he wentand hanged him- 


"44 Vo felf ) he” Gaed” of grief 
ATi 399 1nd forrow , that there 
was no other thing that ſtrangled and 
choaked him but that: For iis thought, 
the word which we' tranſlate hang'd 


orief 


eternal one, 


The Yothg Dans Outy, rx 


grief and melancholy, with-a ſorrow 
ſo far from a godly ſorrow , that it 
worketh death: 7adas being ſtrangled 
with his grief and ſorrow, when yet 
no man will chink that he had any re- 
pentance unto life.. Thus we find an 
Ahab rending his clothes , putting on- 
ſackcloth upon his fleſh, nay, faſting, Iy- 
ing in ſackcloth , and going ſoftly, 
I. Kings 21. 27. Inſomuch that God 
himſelf takes notice how he humbles 
himſelf: Others. we may find howl:ng 
a ea ther Beads, Hol. 7. 14, and yet 
they are far from true Repentance, for 
it ſeems they did zot cry unto God with 
their Hearts ; their want made them 
howl indeed, but not repent ; for they 
aſſembled for corn and wine, and yer re- 
belled againſt God. The diſgrace, and 
ſhame, and miſery which the. finners: 
wickedneſs has brought upon him 
may make him truly ſorrowful, when. 
yet he is. far. from being truly pe- 
uiteut. Theſe things may humble the 
ſinner greatly,and this humiliation may 
keep off from him ſome temporal judg- 
ment, but will not ſecure him from an. 
_— 
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3. They are as much miſtaken that 
take paſſionate reſ6lutions of amend- 
ment for Repentance ,- that miſtake 
the purpoſe , and mrention for the 
thing-it ſelf. We are indeed ſome- 
times in good moods; and then we are 
refolyed for Heaven, and for an ho- 
lier Life. Thus it is many times with 
ſome men, that notwithſtanding all 
this are Slaves to the Devil, and led 
captive by him at his will. men 
ind they are in great ſhvery, through 
the chains and fetters with-which rhe 
Devil and their-own Jaft hath bound 
them, theſe qut of a ſenſe of chis are 
ready to fay, Let us break their bands 
aſunder, and raft their cords from us. 
Theſe men are firrfeired by rheir fins, 
laſhed by their Conſciences, terrified 
by their Convictions, or” fometimes 
awakened by rhe Judgments of God 
that follow them; and then they re- 
folve moſt paſfionately to lay by their 
tfoubleſom fins, and walk in the more 
pleafant' and more lightiom ways of 
Peace. How happy were for themif 
they had courage and conſtancyenough 
; 0 
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todo what they ſo well refolve : Bur 
alaſs! theſe men ( though they call 
theſe purpoſes-by the name of Repen- 
trance). return quickly ro their vomit, 
and wallow in the mire: And then 
their Actions teſtifie to their faces 
they did but diſſlemble with God. 
Theſe purpoſes are like the ſudden. 
reſolutions that ſome young men take 
up, 'that have been intemperate the 
laſt meal , to faſt the next, becauſe 
their lare exceſs has laid an uneafie 
load uponthem, which then they find 
very burthenſom ; but when time 
harch wfronght off the heavineſs'of che 
firſt.exceſs, they forget their yow of 
Faſting quickly ; what the Apoſtle ſaid 
of ſome,*that they are ever learning, 
and yet zever come to the knowledg of 
the truth, is true of thoſe men 3 they 
are ever repentizg,and yet never arrive 
at true repentance. 

4. They are miſtaken that think eve- 
ry outward abſtaining from the grofſer 
ads of fin, either deſerves the name of 
Repentance,or that it isany certain ſign 


of it. It ispoſſible we may ab{ain from 


ſome 
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ſome ſin, and be as. faulty in ſome: 
thing elle, 


Non ego avarum 
Cum eto te fiert, Vappam jubeo ant. Ne- 
bulonem.. Horat. 


One.diſeaſe may leave a man, and: 
yet another may invade and arreſt him, 
\ which is as dangerous. Men exchange 
one fin for another, oftner than they 
forſake all. And ſuch an exchange 
they judge very pardonable. They 
commute ſome one fin for ſome 0- 
ther that they eſteem more expedient. 
They leave their youthful luſts per- 
haps when they, grow 1n years 3 but 
then they are ſlaves to covetouſnels,. 
or Ambition, or elſe are overgrown 
with Atheiſm or Unbelief. Men will 
part with ſome ſin they can beſt ſpare, 
or not fo well follow , and think 
they have well acquitted themſelves, 
though Agag and the fatteſt of the 
flock, their moſt defireable fins,be ſpa- 
red. They will perhaps avoid the gro(l- 
{er enormities which the World ob- 
| | ſerves: 
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ſerves moſt, and yet be full of morere- 
fined, ſpiritual and mental wickedneſs. 
They will not 4z!l, but yet hate their 
brother, or are angry with him with- 
out 4 cauſe, They do not commit A- 
dultery, but yet they allow themſelves 
to luſt, They leave that fin which ei-- 
ther they dare not, or cannot follow 3 
and not becauſe they hate their fin, or 
love their God z Some Vices they. 
abſtain from, not out of diſaffe&tion, 
but out of Policy. Some other Luft,. 
it may be, has either more power,. 
or more expedience: Nay,perhaps they, 
ſacrifice ſome. of their Luſts to the. 
Religion. they own, which they. know 
exacts an- obedience from them: It. 
ſhall have ſome fins devoted to de- 
ſtruction, that the reſt may. live : and. 
thus men. do. not. only. abſtain from - 
ſome {ins that they may keep others 
fafe, but-even ſtrive againſt them too. 
And upon theſe rerms. Satan himfelf 
(as one hath well ſaid ) will allow us 
to mortifie ſome ſins, nay, will himſelf 
caſt the firſt ſtone at them and like a 
rooking Gamefter purpoſely loſe theſe [7 
2 : akes, 
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fake! that he may afterwaras ſweep the 
vard. © 
' Thele things I have named are not 
worthy the name of Repentance, nor 
yet are they any certain or infallible 
ſigns of it : Though where there is 
true Repentance, there thefe things al- 
ſo are. Repentance requires this, and 
more than all this Ir is a greater 
work, and makes a greater change 
than all the before-named particulars 
do amount unto ; it imports no lels. 
than a relinquiſhing all our fins, and a 
turning unto God, He that truly re- 
pents puts away every evil thing, and 
ſaubdaes not only his fin, but his affe- 
c&tion ro it alfo. He puts off the Old 
man, and puts on the New : For Re- 
PENtance 1nports, SERES £5. 
LA Hiring om our ſins': 4 cea- 
ſing to do eoil; Th. 1.16. a leaving off 
our evil ways, and our evil affeions. 
That is,we muſt turn from all our evi! 
from every fin, before we can be faid 
to have 0m e truly, and not only 
leave our {1n, but hare It.coo - but tliat 
this may be the better underſtood, we 
| may 
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may take theſe following particulars. 

I, It is turning from our {in when 
we have- power to commit it. Of 
many men it may be truly ſaid, that 
their fin rather leaves them, than they 
that: To leave off our fin when we 
can follow it no longer, deſerves no 
thanks, much leſs the name of true 
Repentance. It is too true an obſer- 


| vation of Siraciaes, There ts, fays he 
' that is hinared from [inning t ough: 


waxt, Chap.20.v.21.We want ſtrength 
or means, or an opportunity and tem-- 
ptation, - aftner than we do- a will to: 
commie fin. He that follows his laſts: 
till a decripid- age hath. put out his. 
fire 3 he that drinks and games till 


ke hath ſpent his Eſtate and his credit: 


too : Ina word, he 
that continges in his Peccare non. deſie. 


nit, quem 1 ex« 


fin; as long as he Is tremis. ſitum rece- 
able to follow it » deve 4 criminibis 


does not forſake his. ſola fecit impoſi- 


| I bilit as, non volun- 
{1n,but his {an forſakes tas. Salv.ad Eccl. 


him, _ The man is the ad Eccl 
ſame, tho his ſtrength Cathol. lib. 1. 


and power be not : His 4#:0rs are 
. not: 
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not what they were, but his #12za'1s : 
And certainly God looks upon a man 
2s he is in his mind and inclination,not 
as he is forced to be in his outward 


carriage, He is a Thief in Gods ac- 


count ( though he actually ſteal no- 
ching) that would nor fear to' ſteal, 
if he were ſure that his wickedneſs 
might be hid, or go unpuniſhed. And 


 heisa Drunkard in Gods account, that 


would commit that exceſs, were it 
not that he wanted means, or feared | 
the Magiltrate: Where there is true 


. repentance:, the forſaking our fin is 


matter of choxce,not peceſſity.We donot 
only asfanfrom our fins,but we abhor 
them: - Our affe#:03.15 changed as well 


as our life. - $ome.men forſake their 


fins, as fick men.do their meat which 
they love, they are denied it by the 


- Phyjitian as very dangerous for them, 


and therefore they torbear, and yer 
long for it, and would gladly have the 
reſtraint.taken off. Such men as theſe 


- have. the ſame deſires as- before, and 


that their ations are not the ſame alſo, 
15:not the eftect of their choice, but the 
reſult 


and hates his fin, this man truly re- 


- tothe embraces of their {ins again : 
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reſult of a preſling zece/ity. But thus 
far we are hyrocrites and diflemblers, 
not true penitents. But then that man 
that turns from his ſin in his.yourh, 
znd in his health, thac wants neither 
power or wealth-ro- follow his fin, nor 
an opportunity to uſe that power, nor 
yet a temptation to embrace that op- 

rtunity, and yet abſtains from his 
ia for no other cauſe, but becauſe he 
loves God, and fears his.diſpleaſure,; 


pents : eſpecially if he add,- : 
(2.) Conſtancy. to-tiys3 ERR. 3 

are very angry with their fins /2tfirs, ....-. 

and for a ſh by degrees 


rt time, but . 
their. anger cools, and they run in- 


They fall out with their fins, juſt as 
a. fond and: fooliſh Lover falls our 
with his Miſtreſs, when yet «ns falſe 
Lacrymula, a tear , or a fair invita-. 
tion,..a ſmile, or ſigh, ſhall make up 
this breach, and the man is then. as 
fond and as fooliſh, as much a ſlave and 
ſervant as he was before. Wearein 


little feuds. and bickerings againſt; aq 
| 10s, 
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fins, but they riſe to no hight, and 
'Tis our continu- 
ing in well-doing thac ſpeaks our Re- 
pentance to be complear. Many men 
are ready to think themſelves free, 
who.yert draw their chain after them, 
and are eaſily overcome by S:z 1m 
Farr circumſtances, Heb. 12, 1, When 
their Sin comes to them well- array'd 


and attired ,' when - it courts! them, 


and importunately woes them, when 
it comes to them as 7ael did to S1/era, 
with a Turz in, my Lord, turn unto me, 
fear not, Judg;4.18.” When it comes to 
the ifinner like the firange Woman, 
Prev.5.3. whole bps drop us an hony- 
comb, and her mouth fyroother than'qyl ; 
and make an- earneſt profer of plea- 
fure and profit, an Al! this Ple give 
thee , then the- ſinner falls into theem- | 
braces of his fins again, "and becomes 
2 'Vaſſal and #Shve again, and his 
love to his fin is, after his little-quar- 
rels with it, redintegrated, and 'tnade 
ſtrong : Such mens affe&ions to their 
fins were never throughly ſabdued;and 
mortified, their Repentance was never | 

perfect 
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perfet and compleat. Kyow ye nd 
( ſays the Apoſtle ) that to whom ye 
yeld your ſelves ſervants to obey, his ſer- 
vants ye are to whom ye obeys whether 
of ſin unto death, or of obedtence unto 
righteouſneſs, Rom. 6. 16. Not that I 
would be ſo underſtood, but that a 
man that hath truly repented may fall 
into ſome fins again, through infirmi- 
ty or ignorance, through ſudden ſur- 
reption-or ſfurprize, and ſometimes 
through negligence, and want of due 
care and;watchfulneſs.. But then, _ - 

3. This is againſt the conſtanr ber 
and meaning, .the biaſs and inclination 
of the:man-: *Tis that which he con- 
ſtantly apd earneſtly defires to avoid 
and ſhyn : 'He: looks upon it- 2s: his 
greagmiſery:and —_ And; 
-:{ 4) He riſes again by a true repen- 


y 


| ranct,by an hearty.and godly ſorrow $ 
uf Peter demes his maſter, we ſoon find 


thar he:goes out, andaveeps #:trevly 3-if 
fich a man miſs bis-way,: yet he turns 
back- again, and renews tuspace,. and 


tohis Father again Amis leads mer 
IN l r 
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the ſecond-part:of Repentance, viz. ' 
-IE. Aturning toGod : I wil go to 
ny father, ſays the Prodigal Son; and |, 
this may be called Gopwerſzon : Bur | 
that we may the. betcer underſtand 
what is implied in this,. we may take 
the import of it in the following ſe- 
verals Now. this turning to God 
does comprehend in it, and ſuppoſe 
together, | 

(1.) A due fight and fenſe of the 
danger and miſery of our preſent:con- 
ditionchat weare in,and here'tt begins. 
The finner:begins to confadernow what 
he does; and whither he is going, he be- 
gins.to. diſcern his danger and miſery. 
He1slike a man newly awakened out 
of a-deep fleep; when che houſe abont 

bles,and the Neighbourhood cries out, | 

and the flames begin to threaten him; | 
and the man (ees that danger which his | 
{Jeep buc naw hid:from his eyes.. : He. 
ſees himſelf now upon che very brink | 
of 43ell, and-very:near being; devoured 
and ſwallowed-up by thoſe-ungqyencha» 
bie flames. Aire from Heaven he ſees 
is 
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is falling upon his Sodowp, and the a- 
venger of blood he ſees is followin 
him, and his- Soul is in great diſtreſs 


' fora City of Refuge to flie unto. He 
15like a Traveller 1n a foreign Land, 


that hath wandred ſecurely from his 
right way, and is ſtrayed into paths 
of very great hazard and danger, which 
makes him doubtful and at a ftand. 
His Heart miſgives him, and he now 
begins to con{ider with himſelf whi- 
ther his way will lead him : He ful- 
pets his way too broad, and too 
much beaten tg be that way that leads 
ro life : He remembers now that he 
hath heard his Saviour ſay,that che way 
is narrow and ſtrait that leacsunto lifes 
and that there be but few that find it: 
And he now remembers that God 
hath'told him, that the paths that he 
treads in will bring him unto deach.He 


remembers that it is plainly ſaid, that 
' without holineſs 28 man can fee God, 


Heb. 12.14. And when he conſiders 
what a ſad portion of things abides for 
him, how unable he is to lie down-in 
everlaſting burnines, and to loſe the fa- 

your 
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votir of God for ever, whoſe fayour 
is better than Life irs ſelf: He knows 
there is but a very little diſtatice be: 
tween him and eternal deſtruRion, 
and that if-God take away his Life, he 
is undone for eyer, and that nothing 
in this World cart countervail fo great 


2 loſs as the favour of God, and the 
eternal welfare of | his 'Son]l. Thus 


does the Convert "begin his Conver- 
fion: Thus the Pſalmiſt did, 1 :hrzrht 
upon my ways, (ſays ie) and turned my 
feet unto thy teſtimonies, Plal. 119. 59. 
And the Prodigal Son did thns alto, 
he made this the firſt ſtep rowards 
his amendment, for of him the firſt 
good tidings, and hopeful preſage we 


meet with, is. that which we. read, 


Lhe 15. 17. Wheiz he came 'to hinujel 
he £15 fs ! 


many. hired Serwants 


of my Fathers have Bread taough , 


and to ſpare, and I periſh with han- 
ger, £ 

0 (2.) A firm reſolution of tutning to: 
God. 1 well ariſe and go tomy fathey, 
ſays the Prodigal Soft; And thus refo- 
lation the true Penitent does-not take 
up 


.| ſerve other Go S: 
Ruth, fo it is with rhe trye Penitents 
; She would _w-_ leave Vaowt,though the 
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up lightly and raſhly neither, as many 
do that foon repent them of their re- 
pentancz but upon mature conſidera- 


tion he 1s reſolved for God and Hea- 


ven whatever it coſt him ; though 
he pluck out his right eye, and cut off 
his gry hand. That is, though he 


part with his moſt beloved fins : He 
will have the Pearl though he ſel! all 


he have, and endure great hardſhip 
to obtain it. He is willing to accept 
of Jeſus Chriſt as his Lord and Maſter, 
as well as his Prieſt and Saviour : 
That is, he is as willin rd to be "_ 
by Chriſt, as to be ſaved by bim. H 


rſt reſolves to obey his Saviour, and bs 


follow him through all difficulties and 


| dangers. He will not leave him though 


others do, though his Freinds and Re- 


| latives, the wife of his Boſom,or the 


fon of his ſtrength forſake him 3 and 
Juſt asit was with 


not only bid her tyra back, and diſcou- 


raged Ry os, and though her Si- 


return'd 1 _— her people,and 
te) 


M 
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thou goeft I will go, and where thou lodg- 


.eft Iwill lodge 5 thy people (hall be my 


people, and thy God my God ; where thou 
ateft I will ate, and there will I be bu- 
ried, Ruth 1. 11,12. He that repents 


does ſo, he will follow Chriſt whi- 


ther ever he ſhall lead him, to a Croſs 


or to.a Stake, toa barren Wilderneſs, 
or to a place of Skulls, through affli- 


ions and tribulations. He will part 
with Father and Mother, and Wife 
and Children, and Brethren, and Si- 
ſters, and Life ir ſelf, rather than not 
be his Diſciple, Luke 14. 26, 33. For 
he conſiders, like a wiſe Builder , 
that this Undertaking may coſt him 

o lefs than all this. There are in- 


deed but few ſuch Converts as theſe, 


I tear 3 yetdo none deſerve the name 
that do-not do this. Many indeed par- 
take of the Baptiſm of Chriſt, receive 
of his Body and Blood, that will do no- 


thing for him. There are many that 


follow him for the Loaves,that will not 
follow him to the Croſs ; they will 


{leave to Chriſt while he feeds them, 


but 


to her Gods. But ſhe tells her, Whether 


A St 4 mis. 
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but when he commands their Eftates 
or Lives, they, like the Gaaarers, for 


Joſs of an Herd of Swine, defire him 


to depart out of their Coafts, Mat. 8. 
34. or they do as the Ruler in the 
Goſpel did, who when our Saviour 
rold him he muſt ſel] ail and give to the 
Poor, He went away ſforrowful, for he 
was very rich, Luke 18. 23. But the 
true Convert counts all but Droſs,thar 
he may gain Chriſt, and he is fo far 
convinced of his miſery, without the 
mercy of God, and light of his Coun- 
tenance, that he is willing to accept of 
this mercy upon any terms : And 
therefore he reſolves to turn to God 
without any reſerves whatever : He 
ſets before his eyes all the difficulties 
and diſcouragements he may meet 
with, and reſolves with Gods ftrength 
to undergo them all, that he may ob- 
tain the prize. 

(3.) An actual and entire reſignation 


of a Mans ſelf unto God : And this is 


that which perfe&s and compleats our 
Repentance. When we come to give 
God our Hearts, m"—_ we — 

2 er 
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ſet upon the World;and upon our {ips, 
then have we truly repented, and nor 
till then. For he that hath truly re- 
pented becomes a new man, he hath 
bid an ering Rrewe to all his 
evil waies, to all his old Familiars in 
Egypt, and is now tranſplanted,, and 
engrafſed into a new Family 5 and 
when he remembers bis former evil 
ways, it is with tears in bis eyes, or 
true ſorrow in his heart, when he 
thinks how fooliſh he hath been. Now 
he hath left his former cuſtoms, com- 
pany, and pleaſures : He is married 
into a new Family, he hath contracted 
2 new Kindred and Relatives : He 
obeys another Maſter, and js ruled 
by other Laws, and is conducted 
2a better ſpirit, and hath vowed abe- 
dience to another, and a better Lond : 
His*covenants are {ealed, and he hath 
bound himſelf by all that is ſacred, 
or great, t0 an univerſal obedience ; 
and he cannot return or ..draw iback 
without a ſtrange deſtru&tzion. He is 
not the dame man which-he was, -0- 
ther Lords haye had dominion _ 
1, 


The Poung Yans Outy, 29 


him, he hath been enſlaved by his vile 
affections and luſts ; but he is now 
made free by the Son of God, and he 
chat was before a flave of fin, is now 
2 ſervant of righteouſneſs. In a word, 
All old things are done away , and all 
things are become new, There is a ve- 
ry great and remarkable change pal\- 
fed upon him. 

I.. Upon his mind and under- 
ſtanding: For God works upon the 
underſtanding firſt , and does in this 
new creature uſe the ſame method , 
which he did when he created the 
World at firſt, where we find that 
Light was the work of the firſt day, 
Ger. 1.3. Before that Lighe was 
made, there was a great darkneſs 
upon the face of the deep, till God 
by the Light he made had chaſed it 
away. It is juſt ſo with the natural 
and unregenerate man, he is in a ve- 
ry great darkneſs till the eyes of his 
mind are opened: And the Apoſtle: 


ſeems to tell us,that God makes a zew 


creature after the ſame manner that he 
made the o/4,in theſe words : For God 
C3 wha. 
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who commanded the light to ſhine out of 
eiarkneſs, hath ſhined 11 our hearts , to 
give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God, in the face of Feſus Ghrift, 
2 Cor. 4.6. Our bleſſed Saviour, who 
is the true Light, John 1. 9g. came 1in- 
10 the World, . to give light ta them 
tyat fit tn, darkneſs, and tn the ſha- 
dow of Death : and to guide our Feet 
into the way of Peace , Luke 1. 79. 
While the finner goes on in his evil 
way, he walks in darkneſs.: The God 
of this World blinds his mind, left the 
light of the. glorious Goſpel of Ghrift who 
& the Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto 
him , 2 Cor. 4. 4. le were ſometimes 
darkneſs (fays the Apoſtle to-his Ephe- 
fans) but now are ye light tn. the Lord, 
Eph. 5. 8. Saint Pau! himſelf was 
ſometimes darkneſs alſo, 1 verily 
thought with my ſelf, that I ought to do 
many things. contrary to. the Name of 
Feſus of Nazareth, A&.26 9. But it plea- 
ſed God to enlighten him from Hea- 
ven with a.light greater than chat of 
the Sun, and then he becomes a Mini- 
fer of that which before he perſecuted, 

and 


—_ 
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and is (ſent to open mens eyes; and to 
turn them from darkneſs to light; and 
from the power of Satan into God,. 
T. 18, And fo it is with every man 
that is converted from his evil ways 
to God: A great light breaks in upon: 
his Underſtanding : His mind before 
was darkned, and he is now like a 
man that comes out of a dark Dunge- 
on, orlike one chat never faw before, 
or never ſaw diſtin&tly and clearly - 
But:now the ſcales are fallen off his- 
eyes, the veil is removed, and he is 
reſtored to. ſight. He fees now that 
his fin is no ſmall matter; and'that he: 
is of all fools the moſt deplorable 
that makes a mock of fin : He ſees: 
that all wickedneſs is folly, and that 
the fear of the Lord is the greateſt 
wiſdom : He ſees that the Goſpel is 2 
great Truth, and tharhe that preach- 
es it hath all the reaſon inthe World 
to be very earneſt and importunate - 
He ſees that Hell isno Fable, but the 


moſt neceſlary and unavoidable conſe- 


ſequent of a wicked life. Now he ſees 
that God will by no means clear the, 


C4 guilty 
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guilty, and that he is not ſo merciful as 


_ to forget to be juſt : He ſees now how 


woful the Devil abuſed him, in lead- 
ing him a{ide into the ways % {in, and 
miſconceits of God, and of RWgion: 
He ſees that he hath been a fool, and 
walked always upon the borders of 
Hell; and had not the mercy of God 
laid hold of him, he had never ſeen 
j3t till it had been too late. In a 
word, he ſees that he hath zo fruit iz 
thoſe things, whereof he is now aſhamed, 
for the ena of thoſe things 1s death,Rom. 
6.21, | 

2, Upon his will and heart, the 
bent and inclination of that is much 
changed and altered ; his heart is now 
right in the fight of God : He had no 
ſavour or reliſh of the things of God 
that ſtayed with him before : So that 
when he prayed with his lips,his heart 
ſtay'd behind, and tho he had many 
notices of things {wimming in his head, 
yet he had no reliſh of them in his 
heart; his good principles were weak 
and ineffe&tua], and he lived as alto- 
gether unconcern'd in them : He fog 
indee 


| 
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Indeed . before. this great change was 
wrought, acknowledg God the foun- 
tain of all goodneſs, and theRoot from 
whom eyery good thing did ſpring, yer 
then he did not live as if this were true, 
but ſtill loved his (in, and pleaſuremore 
than his-God. But now he taſtes and 
ſees that the Lord isgracious, and what 
ſervice he performs to God, he does 
Ta _ When he prayed to God 
before, be. was like ſome Clock, that 
ftrikes right indeed, ,byt yer the hand 
of.it points .amiſs, and not af the 
fame hour that its ſtriking gave 
you Warning of : He Prayed before, 
as to the matter of his Petitions, 
very uniformly, and agreeably, bur 
but his heart. was not.right in the 
fight of God, that pointed at. ſome 
thing elſe, and at ſome thing ſhort 
of what his words. did import. Thus 
St. Auſtin confeſles of 
himſelf, that he was 
wont. 10 pray to God to. © 
give him. Chaſtity apd Gontenepce, (and 
hat was 4 good hearing) bur.,chen his 
heart ſtaid behind wh ot yet oy” 
TIT : " 
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his heart did not point ſo forward 
for he confeſſes, that when he praye 
thus, he was afraid that God ſhould 
hear him yondny: St. Paul prayed 
doubtleſs before his Converſion, for 
he was# very ſtrict Pharifee, but he 
did not pray 2s he-did after God had 
brought-him home-to himſelf ; when 
the Lord tells Azanias of his praying, 
with a Behold he prays, As g. 11. The 
finner prays perhaps for. the ſame 
chings that che-true Convert does,but 
not ſo earneſtly, and ſo heartily. He 

ays for the holy Spiric as a very 
hanery Man prays for bread 3 when he 
begs Wiſdom of God, He ſeeks her as 
Silver, and ſearches for hen as for hid 
zreaſures, Prov; 2. 4. In. a word, he 
does not 'only perform an outward 
worſhip to God, but he loves him 
with all his heart, and is inwardly de- 
lighted in his ſervice. 

3. Upon his whole Life alſo. He 
ived after the guiſe and faſhion.of the 


$ 


-World before: He hath now Yeft his 


eld wonts, his {in and his evit compa- 


.-ny: He talks of other matters, he 


thinks 
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thinks of other things, and is delight- 
ed with other concerns : He that be- 
fore delighted in nothing but: Mer- 
chandize, or Farms, and Leaſes, and 
Yokes of Oxen, in mirth, and' jolly 
- Company 3 in Chambring/and Wan- 
tonneſs, Honour and Greatneſs, now 
delights in God, and in his Goſpel: 
And does really value a-Promſe above 
a great Leaſe, or Bond, and is more 
afraid of Goas aiſpleaſure than of a 


Famine, or Plague, 


Thus I have ſhewed' whit true Re- 
pentance does imply : He that would 


enter into heaven muſt thus be chang'd: 
No leſs than all this is indefpentbly 


required of us; which is a great work, 


and tequires much ſtrength, and ſome 
time ; and therefore to put it into-{o 
narrow a Compalsas the remainder of 
our lives, when welye a dying, is moſt 
unreaſonable. Repentance is not ſo 
eaſze and ſhort a work as to be put off 
to that mqment, when we have noe 
only the leaff time, but the leaſt frengty, 


alſo.Andyetof all men's in the World 


theirRepentcanice will require the grear, 
Clt-- 
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Eſt labour tine, who having all- 


ways lived to ſt, have the fins and 


evil habits of an whole lifeto unravel, 
and undo. And thus much of my firſt 
Argument. 


CHAP. IL 


N Ow this will farther appear to: | 
be a very great miſtake, if 


'we conſider, that an holy life is 


not only neceſſary to a comfortable 
death , but alſo to an happy Eternity: 
And if an holy life muſt go before 
an. happy and glorious ReſurreCtion, 
what ſhall we think of them thar 


lead a vricked life, and yet think 
hereafter to live with God in 
glory? Now that , an holy life, 


and an univerſal inherent holineſs. 
of our Nature , is indiſpen(ibly 


neceſlary ro our eternal happyneſs 
- hereafter , will abundantly appear 
-from Freſe following Sevyerals. 


e holy Scriptures do very fre- 
quently and plainly teach us this ne 
ſon. 


- 
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ſon. This is the. conſtant language of 
them , which they =_ all along, 
And the man that doubts of the truth 
of this, or elſe is ignorant of it, ic 
is either becaufe he does not read 
the Scriptures, or- will not believe 
them: For though the Holy Scrip- 
tures be in many things hard to be 
underſtood, and there be difhculties. 
in them too great for the wiſeſt 
Clerk, and many other things of leſs. 
moment in. which learned and reli- 
gious men cannot yet agree : Yet not- 
withſtanding all chis, when they tell 
us the neceſſity of an holy Life, they 
do it ſo plainly, that he that runs 
may read it, and there is not the 
leaſt place lefr for diſpute and con- 
croverſie in this matter. This is that 
in which all Diſfenters. in other things 
do accord and agree : And that whic 
may, without any learning or great 
Scholarſhip , be very ealily under- 
ſtood. For in this. matter they give 
out 2 certain and diſtin&, ſound, that 
every man may prepare himſelf ro 

battel. They ell us, that without ho- 
Its 


Lineſs 


p 

a Field, and int! 
reſent time is- 4 Seea- 
rell us MOreOVET » 
Mar ſows, 
if weſo to 
reap corruption, 
our Harve 


that be 
the fleſh, w* 
-0n, Gal 6 


ding to Our 


{& ſhall be Accor 
- So that if our 


4. Beſides 


— 


that W1ll D 
2, Adulter 
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\ Sedit10ns, 
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kenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch ihe, Gal. 
5. I9. Nay, the Word of God gives 


us in ſeveral Catalogues and Rolls of 


thoſe ſins that will keep us out of the 
wa ra of Heaven, that we might 
be ſure to avoid them, as appears in 
the places following, which will de- 
ſerve our very ſerious peruſal , r Gor. 
6. 9, 16: WC 3-5 EA TS 
And not only ſo, but it alſo calls 
upon us loudly to: beware , leſt by 
any means we be deceived, it being 
as much as our Souls are worth : It 
bids beware, Be zot decerwed; 1 Gor. 
6. 9. Andagain, Let zo Mar deceive 
you with vain words, for becauſe of 
theſe things. comes the wrath of God 
upon the Ghilaren of diſobedience, Eph. 
5. 6, And again the ſame Apoſtle 


- cries out aloud,7 For theſe things: ſake, 


the. wrath of God comes upon the Ghil- 
aren of- arfobedience, Gol: 3. 6. And 
again, the ſame Apoſtle, having reck- 
oned- up 'the works of' the fleſh, 
earneſtly cries out; - Of the which 
(ſays he) I] tell you before, as I have 
alſo- told you in time paſt, that rt 

which: 
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which. ds ſuch things = not inherit 
the Kingdom of God, Gal. 5. 21. ; And 
again , ot decetved, God 1s not 
mocked, Gal, 6.7. In which exprel- 
fions {o often repeated , and fo ear- 
neſtly recommended, and fo plainly 
delivered, the Apoſtle ſhews an ex- 
traordinary 743©&, and a very great 
care of the ſouls of men at once. 
Whatever we are miſtaken in, he 
would not have us ſo greatly miſta- 
ken, as to think there is no abſolute 
neceflity of an holy Life in order. to 
our happineſs hereafter : For there 
cannot be a more great and dangerous 
error, than to think we may liveas 
we liſt, and yet be happy with God 
hereafter. Now the Holy Scripture, 
that it might beat all men off from 
this miſtake; does: moreover inform 
us, that God 1s zo reſpeFer of perſons, 
Ads 10. 34 And that, be our Pri- 
viledges and Prerogatives what. they 
will 3 yer hl none of them ſuperſede 
the neceſſity. of an'holy lite... For 22 
Chriſt. Feſus , neither » Gircumcifion 4 
uaileth any thing , nor U ncjreumcaſon, 
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bat Faith which worketh by love, Gal. 
T 9. Rom.2.11, 25, That we are 

aptized into the Chriſtian Faith, and 
continue within the Pale of the viſi- 
ble Church ; that we deſcend from 
never ſo religious Parents, and par- 
take of all the Miniſteries of the 
Church ; that we profeſs our -ſelves 
of the ſtricteſt Sect, and that we 
have a very great diſcerning in the 
Laws of God. All this, and more 
than all this, will do. us no good at 
laſt (but rather enhance our condem- 
nation) if we lead wicked lives. Tho 
we have a Levite for our Prieft, and 
never ſo Orthodox a Faith , yet if in- 
the mean time we have an /aol for our 
God, and our #2anners be proſane, we 
are ſtill in the way that leads down to 
the chambers of death. Nay, though 
we ſay unto Chriſt, Lord, Lod, 
and though we could truly {ay unto 
him at that day, that we had pro- 
phecied in his name, and done many 
woruderful works , Mat. 7. 22. yet he 
will not regard us, whoever we be, 
and whatever we have done for _ 
1 
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'not acceptable to him - For even 
then a contrite Heart was unto God 


their fins was more pleafing to him 7 


if we have been Workers of Intquity. 
Nay, he would not regard us though 
we were of his Kindred, of the ſame 
Lineage and Blood, Matth. 49. 50. 
though we were his Brothers or Si- 
ſters, or Mother after the Fleſh. If 


his own Mother had not believed on 


him as well as- born him, ſhe had been 
a miſerable Woman-: For the was 


' more happy in being in his Diſciple, / 


than in being his Mother. Nay , | 


and our Saviour himſelf ſeems to | 
intimate no leſs, when after a certain 


| 
Woman had cried out, Bleſſed rs the 


Womb that bare thee, and the Paps 
which thou haſt (uched : He ſaid , 


Yea rather, Bleſſed are they that hear the 


Word of God, and keep it , Luke 11. 
27,28, No leſs than this did God 
require inthe Old Law, and in com- 
pariſon with this; thoſe Sacrifices and 
Rites of his own appointment were 


the ſweeteſt Sacrifice; a ſlaying of. 4 


than the Blood of thouſands of Bal: 
locks: - 


Jo 
oh choiceſt Incenfe, and the paring away 
Q2e | their proud and callaus fleſh was that 
'O- Circumciſion that God delighted in, 
d1- Pſal.5o. 8. 51. 16,17. Fer. 6. 20.7. 22, 
It 23. Eſa-1.11,12. Mzxch-6. 6, 7, 8. 
on Amos5. 22, Although God required 
een Sacrifices and other Ceremonies, yet 
was if they offered up the Beaſt, and 
ple, | ſpared their "Sin, that 79 +5» navy, 
ay » | the Beaſt within them, they were 
; to | not welcom to Gods Altars. If they 
-tain | cur off the fore-skin of their Fleſh, 
5 the andlet their Hearts in the mean time 
Paps be overgrown with their Pride and 
aid , Unbeliefſ; if they offered Incenſe up 
ar the towards Heaven, and kept their 
e 11. Hearts below upon the Luſts of the 
God Fleſh, God was not pleaſed with ſuch 
com- Aa ſervice, though of his own appoint - 
esand ment. Thus he telleth the Jews, He that 
were #lleth an Ox, (*and , 
. even in- the mean time F a yg LH 
) God ſpares hisSin)) is 4: ,,,6- 5 Say * 
ng of of he ew 4 Man < He 1404 1409 Oy. 
to him that ſacrificetha Lamb 
jf Bl & 4s if hecut off « Dogs neck, He that 


Jocks: 
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locks : Sincere Prayer was then the 


| | offer- 


A4 The Youns MYans Duty, f 
oreth an Oblation 15 45 if he had ol: | 
red Swnes Blood : He that burnet 


Incenſe 4s 1 _* 
Fools Were 


1 vices as thele; for with hum 72 ey ts 
1 better than. | __ , and to | 
Y | 'han the fit 6s, 1 SAM 15+ 22. 
Now if under the LaW God required 
der the Goſpel 


\ \ After all th1S, 1 t 
WM | he that conſiders theſe things» 
Wi W that believes MEM» hould no 10Nger 
; doubt of the neceſſity Of an holy life, 


and therefore (ould not dare 10 89 
4 think on his deatl 


on in his f10, 40 t 

bed, to make 4 2mends for the mil 
wicked Lite» with 1 

4s of courſe. Certainly; 


in other things there 15 nothing TU! 0 
chal 


The Poung Vans Duty. 45 
than that the faults and defeRiveneſs 


fe | of any of the premiſes, are conſtantly 
th found alfo in the Concluſion : And 
la. ) if it be true inthis caſe(as the word 
re of God afſures us it is) nothing can 
1wp- be more abſurd,than to expe ſo good 
at- 2 Gonclufiov, as a glorious ReſurreRti- 
er- «os, from the faulty premiſes of a 
ys& wicked life. And we (hall judge ve- 
ken, | ry ſtrangely, if we think a few good 
22. | words of a dying finner, will avail 
ired | as much with God, as an holy life: 
oſpel | We cannot fay he liyed a goo! 
And | life, that never called upon God, 
as 1N till he lay a dying. . The parts of 
z do- our life muſt be holy; _ 

unaer __ e ben of oy be 3% ogy 
6.14 called (0: We do not 7% *YF*-, 
c that call a Picture or Sta- js yoac's 
wa he -1 fair, that -_ not var oh. 
onger all 4ts parts pro- 

ly life; portions. I ſhall end this particu- 
ro 80. lar with the words of a very wor- 
; deatty thy Divine againſt the Papiſts : 
be miF }31s words are theſe, I Mr. chilling- 
with 4 1 folow the Swepture > worth 
rtainlyi { aruft not promiſe my ſelf Salvation, 
g truer; without 


tal 


z 
fo 


4 | and Gomorrah for their wicked:Lives, 
Jet and hath ever- deſtroyed the Nations 
ver for their ſins, ſhould yer entertain. 
of the Sinner into his Love, receive 
-1n, him into his Arms, ſhine upon him 
out With his Favour, and rejoyce over 
ſent | Him to do him good ? Or that he, be- 
* ' fore whom all things arenaked, and 
:nfi- OPEN, ſhould be ſo eaſily deceiv'd, as * 
Na- fo be charmed with a parcel of 
ould good words from a dying Man, who 
Ganer 12 the mean time is an enemy to him 
in his heart> Woe know. ſuch a 
' _ Mans Sarrifice #s an abomination to 
WT1L, the Lord, Prov. I5- 8. And we know 
- hoſtis God heareth not ſinners , John 9. 31. 
« . Nay , the very Hea- ; þ 
then could ſay , That , M" #<vars 
ho hat6 an uM lean erfe might ei us 2 oal 
YI canndl 70t have L02777147108% woo. Hierocles 
\ : light3P1th a pure Bring. We 2 carm.Pythag. 
FO an may 
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and 4n whom 1s 10 darkneſs at all; that 
caſt the Angels out of Heaven for 
their Pride, and our firſt Parents out 
of Paradiſe for their Rebellion $ that 
drowned the old World for their 
Ungodlineſs, and burnt up Seger: 
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may as well expect that all the Ele- 
ments. ſhould: change their natures , 


' that the Fire ſhould become cold , 


and tame, and the Waters dry and' | 
hards that an exceſs of light, and 

2 thick darkneſs ſhould amicavly | 
agree 'and fit down together at the , 
ſame time and. place; that contra- { 
dicions-ſhould be at no diſtance, or \ 
that God ſhould ceaſe to be what he -;; 
is: as that God who is holy, and 
cannot be otherwiſe, who hates fin þg 
perfe&ly, and cannot chooſe but hate y; 
it whereſoever it is, ſhould - be at 5; 


perfect friendſhip and favour with /o,/ 


that man, that loves his fin hearti- 
ly, and embraces it with great de- Go/ 
light. We deceive our ſelves infi- Anc 
nitely if we think he will, or can, for 2:07: 
it is contrary to his Nature. IndeedT4a: 
if the God whom wet#:z 
worſhip were no bets al, 
Þ1ue. in fn. Þe. ter than the Heatheqſere 
ricls. Prudent, Gods were report ed toan 
cont. Symmach. be " of whole 71 ane 


Vide Cic. de 4- 


tura Deor. |. 2. 


| 


E. I. adulteries, murders ane 
feuds, we read in the Wridags Wor 
| thei 


at 
ith 
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(heir own Worſhippers, then might 


a, y Man ſoon become a fit Com- 
panion of ſuch a Deity 3 Adulterers, 
Drunkards , Thieves and Robbers, 
would be very fit Mates for ſuch 
falſe Gods as Jupiter, Bacchus, Mey- 
cury,, and ſuch like, which were 
ſome of thoſe whom the Heathens 
Worſhipped : For to | 
imitate him whom we 74nblich. de vi- 
worſhip, hath always * 75: ©29- 
been thought ſafe Advice : And he 
was one of the wiſeſt Heathens that 
ſaid , That thoſe Men aid ridicu- 
louſly, that ſought for that which ts 


rti- truly righteons from any other but the 
de- Gods , or thoſe that were like them. 
afi- And he adds very well, iv ire 


V NZ © | 4 < , 
TuuTE TEL [e0v Os TUY 5414 © ©8205 Ny algwss 


dThat we muſt ao thoſe ; 
= s with which God S*inapene om- 


nium ſcelerum a 


bets ae egbtea, Nor could Dis ſuts peccan- 


bs been miſtaken in Relig PideLad. 


chegpere be a ſurer Rule riumobe colle- 
2d t 


han this, had they #7]. Firmich. 
de errore Prof. 


e Objet of their j?R11. c.1o. 
likely 
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likely the Heathen were the more 
wicked upon this ſcore 3 and if. they 
were-, they. were not reprovable 
from their own principles. For why 
ſhould Gicero inveigh againſt Yerres 
for committing adultery, when ove 
himſelf whom they worſhipped; had ; 
done the ſame 3 or againſt P. Glodzw 
for Inceſt , when' their great Deity | 
was known to have been inceſtuous? 
Aug. Conf. |. 1. Ir. Auſtin takes notice E 
c. 16. of thelewd young Men ;F 
in the Comedtay, that juſtified him. þ, 
ſelf in bis uncleanneſs by the exampl , 
of Jupiter nd did it as were animat ,,,; 
and provOke himſelf to luſt, gud pe 
celeſt Magifterio, by the warrant ,, 


of Jove. No better could be exped | 7 


ed from-thoſe that worſhipped ſac >-4 
Deities, and believed ſuch things 6, 

Latant, Inſt. I. 5. them : Who COUI,, : 
&+ JO. expect any thit wig 
but cruelty from the Worſhippgy,..* 
of Mars and Beflora x or any ref. 
rence to Parents from-the Worſh <P 
pers of Fupiter > Who would 1& z. 
for Chaſtity from the Adorers ry +4 
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* Adulterefs, or for Juſtice from them 
j that (erveda Thieviſh Mercary ?They 
e werenot like to be chaſt, or ſober that 
y offered ſacrifice to Baceh 
es other falſe Gods , whoſe adulteries 
ve and exceffes .were not only reported 


1ty. that all Men might know them. Bur 
us? our God, whom we worſhip, is an 
tict Holy God, and we muſt be fo allo, 
Met if we would werſhip him aright, or 


1d 1 The neceſityof 0 holy life here 
rs Of jg rr to our future ppineſs, will 
rn D 2 farther 
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farther appear, if we conſider the 
nature of that happineſs, or Heaven, 
| which God hath reſerved for. us : 
|þ | There is no one thing in which Men 
| more miſtake, I fear , than in their 
Conceits about Heaven : Men ſpeak 
of it much, and every Man ſeems to. 
|| defire it as a good place or ftate in 
ws general, when in the mean time they : 
1 know not what is is, nor wherein- 
| INT it does conſiſt. We are very deſt-- 
as rous of Heaven, but not careful to p 
fit and prepare our ſelves for it. The C: 
Mother of Zehedees Children would it 
have. her two Sons fit by Chriſt in 
his Kingdom 3 -but yet does nor be 2: 
| for them the Grace that ſhould «@ » 
| (WS able them to drink the Cup 
"|. receive che Baptiſm that Snow dots 
11 ES them for it, 
Wl | Sermon of Jz-. 29+ , Men conceive «. fl , 
| 


1.1 [| norance. = it afrer a carnal al. ' lia 
i141 [i -fleſhly manner. Thi for 
em! | ||| did he that thought i it a Green Mo of. 
Nt! wis dow. ” "Thus that great Tmpoſtor 

111.1188 - homet promiſes. his True jeve 2nd 
Wt! |. 2 Paradiſe vatered with Ta ghef| SUc 


the 


<< 0 jy 0 go ovee; "DYE A 


The Y 
0 
ung Bans Outy 
m__ + 53 


n, Eo 
ately $,ad0 
ried wh dg 
ak reg _—_ Vide 
ak Þb h riet Amy 
to. e mag Iere Men y of of Ar» nag 
x thed 2 nificent] ſhall ab 3. —_ 
Toms ſelves _ oa cloa- FA Grear | 
iy roſe CEE ; 4 
: 12,” { 
= NS rened with Jol a. Y 
to Pro . uch tranſlc icate M | 
The proce his s Paraile did tha uſick, 
_ merled rgument _— 0 ob. —_" 
gb thy of in ſenlal De by ITT "ge 
char their the po able Soul Mi cawor- 
Wo when ” Noor ang, rey Goh 
| pry be feat oOmey all bring cream 
nth VI W1 'ne ] 
FE 0, the _ "with grear they an? 
| all, that back of _ of Vid all 
T ifor the been Re, —_ 
Tot Alam: Ac n= 
ng che very _—— VidBax-yng 
p L ja ery Diſhes tha Feaſt th ch.36. 
ohh, ach — ho ſhall be ey name 
eits are: all go b provid 
eme ef ed, 
n rea g ore, & b 
y to ha C, 


ntain 
D 
3 
Heave n: 


54 The Young Wans Duty. 


Heaven - And indeed if Heaven were . 
ll \ vi fuch a place as this kind of men 
| | ſpeak of, it would much pleaſe. a 
mh prophane man, and the moſt wicked. 
would at all times be 'very fit for 

Heaven. The Drunkard and the Glut- 

v1 ron, the proud and the ambitious, 
|| the worldling and effeminate would 
if be well pleaſed with ſach a Fool; 
| Paradife as this, and there would be 
al nov man , though never ſo much de 
praved, but would be very fit for 
ſuch a fenſual happineſs. But we \ 

are taught ro think otherwiſe of t. 

Heaven, that there is zo marrying, « t 

i |. giving in marriage there, Luke 20. 35 e 
i JW And that zo unclean thing ſhall enta j: 
ii 1 77 to it, Rev. 20. 27, And therefore a tt 
Wil |; we would be happy, ſo we muſt b: al 
"Wl M holy ; For holinets is not only necel| & 


fary by 4 zeceſſity of Precept, but by ( it 
neceſſity of means. For as wickednel W 
does lay a foundation for our miſery H 
| Vidz Smiths Se- and d tram for our « W 
j le& Diſcourſes. ſtuction, every finne th 
P. 449. being within the attri 10; 
Bus power of Hell ; Sin,and Hell, ben pr. 
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of the ſame lineage, and always twiſt- 
ed together : So alſo is holineſs of 
abſolute and indiſpenſibe neceſficy to 
our future happineſs: They being ra- 
ther two ſeveral notions of one thing, 
than things in themſelves diſtinCt. 
And therefore no Man may promiſe 
himſelf Heaven hereafter, that does 
not live an holy life here. We are 
here ina ſtate of trial, and probation, 


. and, as it were, at School, in a lower 


form, where if we improve our time 
well, and our task, that is, if we mor- 
tifie and ſubdue our evil affections, 
then we ſhall be removed to an high- 
er form, and added to the Spirits of 
juſt Men made perfet, But if we 
trifle away our time, or ſpend it 


; amiſs, we ſhall be thrown down among 


Nor can 
For 
what ſhould a wicked Man do in 
Heaven ? Certainly, ſuch a ſtate 


Hypocrites, and unbelievers, 


d& would be a torment to him if the 


thing were poſhble. Inſtead of be- 


attri ing his happineſs, it would be his 


bein} priſevy, He would be 
; 


weary. of that 
D 4 ſtate, 
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ſtate, which now he ſeems ſo much 
co deſtre. V/hat pleaſure would he 
find in ſinging perpetual Praiſes to 
God, that is now weary of giving 
him thanks ! What Content would 
the covetous Worldling find in Hea- 
ven? There he will find no Leaſes, 
or Farms for purchaſe, no Widows, 
or Fatherleſs to oppreſs, no poor 
Mens Faces to grind, nor Bargains to | 
er1ve, nor Mony to put out, nor For- 1 
feitures to receive. The voluptuous |] 
Man would find little pleaſure there r 
where is 20 marrying or gruving it ( 
marriage, no Beds of Ivory, nor Meat: h 
or Drink, nor Tavern or Alehouſe, a 
or jolly Companion to carouſe and B 
quatt wichal, The proud Man would [g 
rake lictle delight in a conſtant aſcri- Sx 
bing all honour and praiſe to God : th 
Such Men as theſe are not fic for Glory, ny 
who are ſo far from. Grace, They of 


muſt lie down with rhe Devil and his of 


Angels, they i-- 2. fic for God, and anc 


that Inherirance awuyiz chera that are ma, 


ſanctifed _.. and 
I mig{ic, add £o- what I have _ that 
this 


and 
t arc 


this 


. 


ſaid, 
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ehis.alſo : Thar it is gothing but Sz, 
and the want. of a holy zatare ,; that 
makes the ' Devil ſo agly, and ſo de- 
plorably m:ſergble as he is, nothing. 
but this obſtrucs his happineſs. We: 
all look upon the Devil as a- moſt 
odious, and filthy ,, and miſerable 
Creature: He hath generally with: 
us a very 11] Name, and: that very 
juſtly alſo: But we do not coafider 
what hath. made the Devil fo ug- 
ly and fo wretched: Now that is: 
nothing but his Sin againſt God; For 
God did not make him fo 5 when 


 hecameout of God's Hands: he was 


an holy: Angel, bright and ſpotleſs - 


d But fince that his Sin hath diſco- 


loured him, and left thoſe: filthy: 


i-- Spots upon his: Nature, which if: 


hey could again be ſeparated from-- 
im, he would clear up into an Angel 
of Light, and be better chan. the beſt 3 


is of us. But his Sin hath farmed him,.' 


and figmatizd him now, and hath 
made him at once the moſt deformed 
and moſt aiſerable creature. And 
that Man,. who eyer he be, that lives 

| Dx in 
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in fin and loves it, that does the 
works of the Dew, r7. e.'' that is 
a liar, a falſe Accuſer of Gods chil- 
dren, an Enemy to the ſouls of men, 
that is, malicious, envions, and proud, 
fuch a man is ugly, and miſerable 
2as:. the Devil is. For, to ſay no 
more but the very truth, ſuch a man 
is a Devil Incarnate: He differs 
only in zame from him, while he 
hath che very ſame zatwe: And 
while he lives in theſe fins, the 'De- 
vil himſelf may belong to the King- 
dom' of Heaven, as: much as he: 
For who can believe that a ar ſhould 
be happy with thoſe very ſins about 
him, . which at the ſame time make 
the Dewi unadvoidably wzſcrable 2 Or 
that we ſhould everenter zzto Heawen 
with thoſe very ſins, which caſt the - 
Devil out thence! Did God not ſpare 
the Azgels that ſinned, but caſt them 
down to Hell, ( 2. Pet. 2. 4 ) and 
ſhall he fpare waz, and make him 
happy alſo, though he have the very 
ſame fins deeply rooted in his nature ! 
Ic cannot be :. It is true indeed, ſuch a 
| Han 
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man as this may lay afide: his fins, 
and: obtain mercy at the hands of 
God through Jeſus Chriſt, but if he 
do not this, the fins that make the 
Dewil fo vile in the eyes of God, 
and ſo miſerable, will make him fo 
likewiſe. And therefore when a2 
wicked man pretends ro defie the 
Devil , and profeſſes to hate him, 
he ought to conlider that theſe are 
but very vain words, when at the 
ſame time he embraces his works. 
For we are obliged by our profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity; as well as by our firſt 
Promiſe, to renounce the Dewil, and all 
his works. Andif we defie his 2ame 
only, and do not renounce his works, - 
we do but like the Cowardly Souldter 
that exclames againſt his enemy, whom 


- he will not fight. Ir was an excellent 


ſaying of Siracides, When the ungodly 
pa. Satan, he carſeth his own ſoul, 
Ecel, 21. 27. Whena wicked man. 
curſech the Devil, and is at the ſame 
time one of his children and followers 
he does but curſe himſelf. 2 

If then we will believe the Holy 
Scriptures, 
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Scriptires, rather than the Defmiti- 
ons of a corrupt Ghurch , and think 


that God is neceſlarily holy, and nor” | 


ſuch an ane as the Heathens worſhip. 


ed; andthat Heaven is an holy State, 


and not a Paradiſe for Fools and Sex: 
ſualifts ; we muſt alſo grant, that Ho- 


inefs here is of abſolute neceſſity to | 


our Happineſs hereafter. And then 
certainly, this ſhews us again the Va- 


nity of thoſe Men that lead wicked 


Lives, and live without God in the 
World, and think to make amends 
for all with a few good Words at laſt 
(whichthey call Repentance) and by 
that means to get intoa better. World 
than this. 


CHAP. Il. 


" Shall now ſhew the very great dan- 


. ger of delaying our Repenrance to: 
the latter end of our days:. What very he 


great 
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great hazards and uncertainties, and 
- ps we run when we .do 
I. It is uncertain how long we ſhall 
live, and therefore there .is danger 
in putting off our Repentance-to our 
old Age. God never gave us our 
Life in Leaſe for Years ; : 
we are bat Tenants at C—_— 
the Will of the Lord, {un rromic, 
and he may throw US nulla preſtituta 
out of our Cottages die. Cic. Tuſc, 
when he pleaſes, We 1. 
have no day granted to 1s to pay back 
the Lives that God hath lent us, they 
may at any time be required of us. - 
It was the Devils firſt lie, and he is 
always repeating it, 1e ſhall ot ſure- 
ly die, Gen. 3. 4 And if he can 
by this means rock us afleep, he 
hath us faſt enough. But vet we have- 


| daily experience how vain a thing 


a Man at his beſt Eſtate is, and 
how extreamly vain it 1s to pro- 
miſe our ſelves any long continu- 


' ances or deſign any great matters 


here, The Jews. haye a good. Pro- 
yerb, 
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verb, -that Many old Gamels carry the 
Shins of the younger Gamels to the May- 
ket. And indeed one 
would think that the 
ſudden death df our 


Vide Buxt. Fle- 
ril, Hebr. 


Neighbours, of our Friends and Re- 


latives, that were younger, and ſtrong- 


er, and betrer than we, ſhould con- 


vince Us that we have no aſlurance 


that we ſhall live long. How ma-: 


ny have we known or heard of, 
upon whom death came and gave 
no warning > For ſo, many times, 
it is, men die ſuddenly when they 
leaſt think of ſuch a thing. Many 
a man dies 'in the midſt of a jour- 
ney 3 in a crowd and throng of 


_ buſineſs, when they are juſt! 
to their preferment and the! 


arrive 


- * ſum of their hopes,up-! ſhe 


Te occupatus CS, 
vita feſtinat : 
Mors interim 
aderit cui, welis 


on their Marriage or! die 
their new honours, in} 15 t 
their meals or ſports,” gre 


nolis, vacanduam 10 4 drunken fir,or quar-: gre: 
ef. Sen. de brev. rel, and when they. Mut 


vit. c. 8. 


thoughr leaſt of ſuch a we 


ching, then hath Death overtaken! long 


them 


up- 
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them, and laid'-on- them its cold 
hands, cloſed their eyes, and ſtopped 


' their, breath and ſpoiled their de- 


figns, and put an end to their mirth, 
and cauſed all their thoughts to pe- 
riſh. And then the man that had 
nod time 'to ſerve God, muſt find 
time to die, and he that had nor 
leifure to amend his life, muſt now loſe 
it againſt his will. We often hear 
ſuch ridings as this, that ſuch a man 
is faddenly dead, whom we ſaw a 
little before in perfe& health, and 
heard contriving ſome great things 
he would do ere long. And indeed 
there 1s no reaſon we ſhould won- 
der at any of theſe things : For, beſides 


+ that ſuch things are very common, 
/ 1t is more to be marvelled at that we 


ſhould live fo long,than rhat we ſhould 


; or! die ſo ſuddenly. For how very eaſily 
\ in} is this earthen veſle] broken, in what 
Yrts,: great danger are we in every day ! Too 
nar-: great an heat, or to much zold ; too: 


hey 


much ſtep, or too great watching ; if 


h 2 We either eat too much, or 45/azr roo 
ken long; or elſe laboxr too hard,we are 


hem 


ſoon 
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foori deſtroyed : And if we pre: 
ſume upon our own Temperance, yet. 
who can ſecure himſelf- from Ene- 
mies abroad * A wild Beaſt may 
meet him , and tear him 1a pieces, 
2 Kings 2. 24, Or an Enemy may: 
give him a thruſt under the fifth Rib,. 
(2 Sam. 3. 27.) and let out his Soul 
that wayz or a Fool or a Mad-man 
may ſtrike him to the wall when an 
evil Spirit is upon him-: Thou mayeſt- 
enter into-an. Houle that may- fall up-: 
on thee, and kill thee, (Luke 13.4.) Or 
thy Horſe may throw thee out of this: 
into another World 3. thou mayeſt 
catch the Plague,. or be ſurprized in-: 
thy Games, or choaked in thy Meals. 
The rage of a. Tyrant, the infection | " 
of a-Diſeaſe; the.poyſon of ' a Morſel,.: / 
or of a Draught a. Clap of Thun-; &c 
der, or a Flaſh. of Lightning may! 9. : 
quickly ſend thee ro thy long home :.1 4! 
The Lord may ſmite thee, or thy ati 
day may come to die, or thou mayeſt one 
deſcend into battel, and periſh, 1 Sam. 
26. 10. Thy Life is in- Gods Hand,, ther 
who. may take it away. whea he my. tO b 

| ſeth, 


th 
white, and let thy head 
Lack no Ointment, Eccl. 
| 9. 8. The Jews were commanded to 
«| effi therr Souls at the day of Expia- 


+ ation, Lew. 16. 29. 


'relis us, that they were 
{then obliged to confeſs their ſins, and 
. to begin their confeſſion the night be- 
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ferh, or whenſoever thou diſpleaſeſt 
him. And then if thou die in thy /z, 
thou muſt lie down in ſorrow, and 
dwell with everlaſting 
burnings. And there- 
fore it was wholſom ad- 
vice the Jew gave his Scholar, that 
he ſhould repent one aay before he ated : 
His meaning was, that he ſhould re- 
pent preſently, becauſe he could not 
rej] whether he. ſhould live while to: 


R. Eleazar In 
Picke Avoth, 


1p-.. morrow ; and that he ſhould be al- 


ways exerciſing Repentance, that ſo 


.- When-ever Death ſhould come, _it 


might find him prepared for it : And 


. to that purpoſe he makes uſe of the 
.+ words of Solomon: . Let 


Vide R. Salo- 
mon Farchi in 
Eccl. g. 8. 


Garments be always 


And 


one of their Writers Maimonides 


H. Teſhu. V, 


fore 
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fore this day of Expiation, and that | 
before Supper alſo, and he gives this 
reaſon, becauſe elſe perhaps he may be 
choaked in Supper-time before he . hath 
made his Confeſſions, Alas, what do 
we mean to talk of repenting in our 
old age, when perhaps our breath 
may be ſtopt by the next morlel we 
eat, or our Souls required of. us this; 
night > And it is the greateſt folly! 


*1n the World to [ve in that ſtate of! 


things in which we ſhall be afraid: « 
to die, It was great folly in the! 
qiirgins to have their oyl to ſeek when : 
the ridegroom called. If we do not © 
repent ſpeedily, it is very probable; 1 
we ſhall not repent at all; and if w& n 
do not repent at all, we ſhall be un- a 
avoidably and eternally miſerable.One h 
delay may for ever hinder us : Itis b 
here as it was with the Pool of Bethef tt 
aa, where we find he thar firſt ſtep+ w 
ped in after the moving of the waters: nz 
was cured of his diſeaſe, John 5. 4 up 
He that repents preſently may haw pr 
pardon, bur he that flips bat one fe tir 
ſon, may perhaps never have it # thi 
nj 


miſerable Life wait 
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ny more 3 for his life may ſoon be 
taken away, and then his hopes are 
ended. I have read a ſad ſtory of a 
Gentleman, who on his Death-bed 
imagin'd he ſaw certaits Meſſengers 
that came to cary him away to 
Hell, whereupon he fell into great 


ſhrieks, and ended = Prex. Thib Chri. 


. f. % S <& 
theſe words, Give me © 


reſpite till to morerw. And Drex- 
elius tells us_a ſtory of another, of 


* which he was wine himſelf: Of 


a certain rich man that fell ſick, 
and in his ſickneſs was deſired by 


: ſome that*ſtood by to lite up his 
; mind towards Heaven : He fetched 
: a great ſigh, and told them, that 
| he did 
is but that he perceived that the paſſage 
{ thicher was now ſhut. upon him- Buc 
| whatneed I ſpeak of thefe » how ma- 


look up towards Heaven , 


ny have your own ears heard complain 
upon their uneafie death-beds, of the 
precious time they have loſt, and the 


| time they want, and cry out in vain 


that their days may be prolonged ? 
that 
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that men were wiſe, that they underſtood | 


this, that they would conſider their lat- 


ter end! Deut. 32.39, O that we- 


would be wiſe in time, for there is no | 
wiſdom in the Grave, whither we are | 


making haſt. We had need pray with 


2 may be ren- 
dred rightly. 


yo op * tranſlated: That is,grinc 

ne that we m4V nor be mi- 
ſtaken in the right nambring ot our 
days, in thinking them longer than in- 
deed they are, and then this right num-! 
bring of our days ſhall teach us Lef- 
fons of great wiſdom. He is recorded! 


for a Fool, that promifed himſelf ma-; : 


ay years. And certainly, he can de: 


ſerve no better name that does fo:! 7 ; 


We find many times, that the Men' 


that die ſuddenly, are thoſe Men that þ 
thought to have lived lozgeft. Let us - 


the Pfalmiſt, Teach us. 
to number our duys aright, | 
See Num. 21.7, and we will bring a wiſe! 
Jer 8.6. Andthe heart, PL. 90, I2 as thoſe: 
ChaldeeParaph, words may be welt! 
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not ſay we will repent hereafter, whel! pe; 
weeannot tell but we may die preſent: 'pe; 


” 


2, But. 


od - 
4h - 
NE * 
no : 
re 
ich 
Us: 
ht," 
paſe | 
oe 
vell 
*2NC 
m1- 
our 
1 10- 
um-! 
Leſ-' 


:ded' 
mA: 
1 de: 
ſo :/ 
Men 


_rhat 


The Young Bans Duty. 69 


_.. 2- But ſuppoſe thou doeſt live to 
old Age, yet it is very axcertain, and 
4 very great perddventure, whether 
thou ſhalt have the Grace truly to re- 
pent or not. Nay, perhaps thou wile 
die ſuddenly ſtill, and never have 
the opportunity, or the Heart to call 
upon God for mercy. Thou mayeſt 
perhaps be given over to an hard 
Heart, and 1ſeared a Conſcience, and 
tempted to'curſe God and dic. The 
Lord, it may be, may be departed 
from. thee , and become thine enemy , 
as it was with Sazl, 1 Sam. 28. 15. 
Te is moſt likely thou wilt die as thou 
didſt live. What ſhould make thee 
think , that the Grace of God will 
follow thee - to thy Death-Bed , 
and effetually bring thee home, 
after thou haſt abuſed the Love, and 
deſpiſed the Grace of God all th 

Life time ! Why fhouldſt thou thin 

that God is ſo fond of thee, as that 


| he will ave thee whether thou wilt 


et W 'or not ? Certainly we haveimore 
whel! reaſon to fear, that God will no lon- 
ſent 'ger regard us , nor follow us with 


. But. 


entreaties, 


have reaſon to fear that we ſha 
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entreaties, nr yet hear us though we | 
cry loudly to. him -1n , our calamity: 

Let us well conſider what the holy 
Scriptures teach us in this matter, / 
' Prov. 1. 28, 29,—— Jer. 11. 14, 
Ezek..8. 18. Indeed, if in our youth, 
and ſtrength we remember our Cre.. 
ator, as we are commanded, we ſhall! 


be accepted. For God hath not only; 
commanded us to repent, and return 
to. him, but to do it ſpeedily, which! 
if we do we may be aſſured of accep- 
tance, for we have a Promile for: ! 
it, Ecel. 12. 1. Iſa. 55. 6, 7. Prov} « 
8. 17. Bur if we do negle& him! | 
Now, we have no aflurance that God * 
will regard us in our extremity. - If 
we be prophane, as Eſau was, who ( 
ſold his berth-right for a trifle > we £ 
Il loſs ®: 
our Fathers bl:/ing alſo, and meet Pt 
with the ſame event with him. Foy! 
ye know that afterward when he woult pl 
t 


have inherited the bleſſing, he was tt. * 
jefBed, for. be found 'n0 .place of Repeir 1 
zance, though he ſought "it carefully with Tr 
tears, Heb. 12. 17. So that though 
we 


[- Te 4 


lean towards. 
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we ſhould live to an old age, yet 
may we die in our impenitence, and 


hardneſs of heart, in the love of our 


fins, and of this World : And thus 
we ſhall do if God leave us without 
his ſpecial grace, which we give him 
juſt cauſe ro dp. It is to be feared 
we ſhall die as we lived ; the tree uſes 
to fall that way that it 1s wont to 
If we live without 
God in the World, it is much to 
be feared we ſhall die without any 
regard to him, and perhaps with- 
out ſo much as calling upon his 
Name, or crying to him for his 
Mercy. 

3. But ſuppoſe we do call upon 
God for mercy upon our Death beds, 
and cry out upon our fins, yet we 
have great reaſon to fear leſt we ſhould 
play che Hypocrite at fuch a time as 
this. It is well if our Death-bed Re- 

ntance be any better than diſſem- 


| bling : We have greatreaſon to ſuſpe&t 
. It is a forced, farned, and flavrhh thing. 
| It is no wondet we cry out for Mercy, 
o when we find Gods 7u/:ce too hot for 


US, 
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.cannot withfand his Power, whewlindt 
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us. We eaſily give our enemy fair | 
words , | when his Dagger is at-our 

Breaſt, or his Knife at our Throat +} 
When weare within the zzzew of the | 
Flames of Hell, within the fench of 
the Brimfone, and the noiſe of the 
miſerable \ When we Fe our ſelves juſt 
paſſing into an eternal Deſtru#ion, no! 
wonder that then we cry out for mer-| 
Cy. This may indeed affright us out 
of the 440» of fr, when yet we re- 
tain our affe#:oz to it. And though 
the fick Man may cry out loudly fort 
mercy at this time, and that with a! 
bitter weeping, yet there are two 
conſiderations that will render this! pg 
Repenrance very ſuſpicious. (1. If we} ſa; 
confider how this Repentance com-} fg 
mences, . and is firſt wrought in us : It} ax 
Is to be feared, that it is only an efs) ax 
fe& of Gods Power and Vinatcativze} 17, 
Juſtice affrighring us, and not of his Pg 
Goodneſs that wins and draws us tdlafte 
him. We may cry out becauſe welper 


4 
[ 
0 
n 
G 


yet wedonot grieve becaule we haves ; 
abuſed his lowe. And ſuch Mens De th 
votioln ; 


ic | vation is hg tharof thegiucient Heas 
ur | then 26 ane of itheir. Deities whom 

 they-w ped #e- 20ceret,, leſt their 
he: Deity ſhould hurt them. Now moſt 
of certain it is; that although the Power 
the} oh God may: (care. us. inco; ome: kind: 
juſt} of Repentance, yetz6 is-the; 73 xp1c2» 
no| 9, the geogueſs of God that leads-x48 ta 
1er-| 7, as the / 
out 


two 
fi gal Son: When he came to hianſelf; be 
{ wel ſazad, How many hirad Servants of my 
com-| Bathers have Bread enongh, and to ſpare, 
5 : It} and, Tpereh with hanger? 1 will ariſe, 
n ef] axd: go to: ay; Father , &-c.. Luke'15, 
ative! Sk _ = = gn - 
e of Ibraet tnRe-rropnet, Wno 
aſter. they [ſee; the vanicy of »running 
tam, God; rave bronghe home by" this. 
inducement, | Thos ſhall: he ſay, 1 will 
 havege end vetwin td rhyrfirſ} Husband : for 
s Devncn 1 was' better with me thant ow, 
70t100 + E Ho. 
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Hof. 2. 7. For the Almighty Power 
of God is not of it (elf an induce- 
ment to a poor - Sinner to come to 


| than encouragement, His power may 


as we ſhould. For he that cometh to 
God, muft believe that. He &, and that 


We muſt fear the Lord and his Good-' 
zeſs, Hoſ. 3. 
make ' us difſemble and feign our! 
ſelves obedient at fuch a time as: 
this. And that is the meaning ſure! 


ſooner 'make us afra:d_ of him, than: 
fear him as we ought, or love him: 


he is a rewarder of them that diligently: 
feck him, Heb. 11.6. There is Mer-/| 
6y.: with him-that be may-be feared,)} 


him, for that rather ſpeaks terrowr-. 


__ 


AS q2 =Yy"- hy ms ms 08 _ 


5. Gods Power may}! 


-—__— Y—— = 


- -,. - of theſe words 1n the 
yon? Palmiſt , Through. the 
greatneſs of thy Power 
ſhall thine enemies ſub: 
wit themſelves to thee 
Pal. 66. 3- They 1h 


atWory]at Lxxil 
na179* Targ. 
| | be 
found Liars. Sce 
the old Tran- 
Nation, V. P/. 


18. 44- 
3 $4m.22.45: 


' fabmit themſelves,thi 


thall difſemble 


is, they ſhall yield $nam 
feign'd obedience, they/o/u 
or he to thee, as t 

Hebrew 
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6 | Hebrew word imports. What we 
| do at ſuch a time, it is to be feared 
0'| we are forced to; we cry out-upon 
” our fins becauſe they have made us 
y:| miſerable, we would- now part with 
n:} them, becauſe we know not how to 
mi} keep them any longer with ſafety. 
to') We hate our (ins becauſe» they are 
at | hurtful to us, and the Rod of God 
tly'\ is upon us. But if WE yems inview be- 
er-'| might have our fins ne facit , etiamſs 
2d,'t quietly, might we en- benum fre quod 
od-\ joythem in peace we fi Ang. | 
xy! ſhould not then. hate them. Our Re- 
our! pentance is in great part againſt our 
as} will,. and therefore cannot be true 
fare) Repentance : We do at ſuch a time 
the} by our fins, as a Mariner ina tempeſt 
. the) at Sea does by his Goods, who throws 
ower} them into the Sea indeed, but it is 
ſub4 becauſe his Life is in danger in a 
thee} linking __—_ not becauſe he -is 
O 


(half weary of Goods. And as this 
,.chat|can mony deſerve the vide 4rifta. z- 
eld name 0 n free or thic. I. $:.C.I. : 


CO e 
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that Repentance: that begins upon no 
other accounts. For true Repentance 
15a free- and voluntary Aﬀtion. We 
muſt not think to impoſe upon God 
after this mariner. He knows the 
voice of Facob from that of Eſau well 


Enough. 


am———bPeyum nec note paratum 
Finn qut. me velit tnrurvare que- 
yeles. 


The great, and holy pd all- vis - 
God, will: accept of = bing lefs 
than 2 true , and Uu >, and 
hearty 312g mug A T aking our 
Sins, 200 2 free paxt pong Em, 

gain another Confiderarion, 
that. will ikke his Death-bed” Re- 
pentance very ſuſpicious to be. a 


I's of diflembling, is this: +(2.) | 
we diligently coir the event 
this matter, we thall many times | 


fad that thoſe ar bb that upon their | 
BE bed rey out ger y upon 
x IU MEFCY, 

z DAT 6nd them by 


their 


| 


Ga Sc 4 io oa mami Xt. £ 


® 
"Ot Bid © I 


ThePoung Bans Duty. 77 


their health again, have embraced the 
very ſame fins, which they lamented: 
before, and have been as wicked, and 
far more wicked , than ever they 
were before. Which as it is a clear 
evidence that this Repentance was no 
better than plain Hypocrife, it 
may alſo teach-us what little reaſon. 
we have to truſt to ſuch a Repen- 
tance as this, -or to meaſure our ſelves 
by ſo uncertain and very fallacious a 
ule. There are many Men that in 
Ar-of Sicknels, or ſome great 


þe wm: ity, make a very glorious ap- 


pearance : You ſhall hear them com- 


plain of their gwen of God 5 


and tell you- how chey would live, 
and ſerve God, if Tron would oak 
them this once - But 


on theſe Men cher God hath 


them; you:tmay find thern man _— 
far worſe than ever they; were known: 


to be. Such'Men as theſe were like the 


Tops that Children . play. with, that 


wht go no longer than while they are” 


whipt - Thus the Ifaci/tes, when: 


they were beaten, chen OP ſought 
E 3 the.. 
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the Lord, But when Feſurun waxed 
fat, then he kicked, When he ſtew 
them, then they ſought him , and they 
returned,” and enquired early after their 
(rod, and they remembred that God 
was their Rock, and the high God | 
 thasr Redeemer. Now a Man would 
think this a very good People : Bur 
ler us mark what follows, Newerthe- | 
teſs they did flatter him with their | 
month , axd they lied unto him with 
their tongues, For their heart was nat 
right with him, neither were they ftea- | 
faft in 'his Groenant, Pal. 78. 34. — 
For when God delivered them, they 
foon forgat his works 4 Pal. 106. 13. 
So far were they from being made 
better by their afflitions, which was 
Gods aim in laying them on, that 
they:wearied God through their ob- 
ſtinacy,- ſo that he complains of them 
by the Prophet , Why - ſhould ye be 
* ſmitten any more ? ye will revolt more 
and more, 12.1. 5. 

In a word, it was always ſo with 
that People, that however they ſought 
the Lord in their Calamnty , es in 
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| ole Crafpen they: ran from-him as 
And the y tells them as much 


Net Prophet': I ſpake. nnto 'thee-1n 
by proſperity , but * fardft, I 'will 
not hear s this hath bees thy . manner 
ru thy youth, that thow abeyedſt not 

my voice, Jer. 22:21. 
And therefore it was a wiſe Saying 


nn * 5 WY 5; OF ke e@, HY & 3 Ld 


of jo Sirac, That we * 


ſhould howour. a Phyſics- bo Crore _ 


an before we have need wo 
of hem, That is, that 

we ſhould honour God in our Pro- 
ſperity., #f we would have him pro- 
—_ $.t0. us in our Adverſity. To 
| we:may. add-what we "read in 
Straciaes > Hſe Th ere ever thou be 
. ſick © / Before+ + Fudgment examine thy 
ſelf, and in the day of Vaſntation tho 
fralt fora-meiey, Humble thy ſelf. be- 
Hor thou he:-fich;, 'and 31 the time of [in 
ſhew- Repe wtance. Et nothing- - binder 
thee to pay thy Vow in due _ and 
defer not until Death to be juſtified, 
Eccleſ. 18; 19, 20,'21, 22, - To turn 
to: God in' our Youth and Profperi- 
ty 154 great Argiunen of 'a ſmncerity 
4 0 
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- thereare certain Wemhrs: 
thar they will move : For hey - 


ot aur Repentance. Whiereas Wehave 
txeadon | eo »tear [that our Death- 


"Repenctaace b :bat'a” flattering 


'of:God ;.vand:'thar "unto; which 'We 
are maxed and hreweil. up by the 


Terrors 'of the Almighty, « not 
drawn to it by-the -Gorvis bh 2 "Mar, 


-or 'the Bazas. of ' Eove-, ws It. 4 


_ ereas he that toes: wy be a, | 


Free, 

Man and ne ife, 
= would do , if there An fo: | 
#/! ro pudtith, and HMeawin to ve- 
ward him. For the inwardly loves 
holineſs, ye ſm with a: a 
hatred. : He is:alw 0ed by 
inward vil Prividiple- char _ 
him, and-fers6 him farweed. Whetre- 
as the Hypocrite is moved juſt like a 
Clock; or tome ach Inſtrument, that 
goes mdeed; bur 44t is No” »Bo- 
ve 
ho Titel prixeiple. to aftuate their 
Wheels, .and continue their Motion. 
So is theHypoerite, a kind of Inftru- 
prnt that yoes by plies or os. 


elf tn t 
all 


he wants- an zzaard 
does not delight in the. Alzmughty: 
He wants a val Prexceple to continne - 
" his Devotion, he will not always: 
Religion. is a Burden to him, it is not. 
Sonk . He carries it- 
abouc with him faſt as. the Ke did. 
the. 4k to. —_— wio _ 
Te Es: ea 


. Pleaſant to his 


afide; and then: the motion: is . laid. 


Now- the Hypdctive upon hisfick-bed - 
tath (great weaghts upon him, and no 


wonder that then he gves faf?y, biit 


when they are removed, it is as lictle - 


$ 
to be- woodred at that: he ſhould 


ftaxd fill, This is excellently expel - 
fed by 70, ſpeaking of the Hypocriee, 
Wall Phe hear bis cry Mis - 


on him ? Will he deterbt haak» 


cometh 


C 


ed in his Colours: 
God, there's his Religion 3 but it is 
when tr 
is the weight a 5 him» For 

remcepte, tor he 


Te Paung Wing Diity.-. 2x | 
which way be taken away, ahd laid 


Alwighty? Will he - always - 
»pos God ? Job, 25. g, 10. In. 


which Words the Hypocrite is paint- - 
He CVB6S uno: 


trouble comes upon him, that 
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ed as they went along, 1 Sam. 6. 12. 
But the true ſervant ok God delights 
to do his Will and keep his Com- 

- > ,:, mandments, and his 
Bageias 8k Ov Cop mandments are 70t 
grievow, 1 John 5. 3- That is, they 
are not heavy and burdenſom to him. 
His Religion is become natural to 
' him, and he is in a great meaſure 
the fame Man.in Health, that he is 
in S:ckneſs > And when in a great 
trouble . he vows Obedience to God, 
he performs his Vows, 1 will pay thee 
wy Vows which my lips have uttered, 
«nd my mouth bath ſpoken when I was 
in trouble, Pal. 66. 13, 14, By what 
hath been ſaid it will appear , that 
we have very great reaſon. to fulpe& 
our.Death-bed Repentance to; be bur 
Hypocrilie, and 1o unavailable to 
our ſalvation : And this. is- another 
very great peradventure and | hazard 
that he runs, that puts off his Re- 
PEntance. , 


4. Another great danger in putting | 
off 0ur Repentance is this, that this is | 


> ſtep to final umpenitence and _ 
lef, 
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lief, which is. a Sin that there is no 
pardon-in the Goſpel for 3 a:Sin for 
which Chriſt- never died, it being 
contrary to the whole deſtgn and pur- 
poſe of the Goſpel. Oconfider, will 
it-not be .a creadful thing to die in 
ety fins, by lie down - conn 

ings! How great will thy: mi 
be, if thou: de /in thy fins, when 

- _ _ have. been ſaved from 
them : It thou art eter- ,,:, 1. 
nally. loſt , when thow 2 

hadſt a -Saviour that © Salvetor} | faluts 

-was ':ready to. delrwer -1an-erir 2. 
thee! Would it not. be a diſmal. fight 
to ſee a Friend or Brother dragged 
from his ſick Bed to Hell > To hear 

him go howling down to the fire an 
brimſtbne | This will be aby Jad Por- 
tioh if thou-die in thy; lins-. ' And cer* 

tainly when thou” putteſt: thy Repen- 
tance off bur till ro morrow, thou tak” 
eſt a-ſtep towards this ſad Concluſion- 

For he that is now dead in. his (ins be- 

gan: wich-ſuch fGngle inſtances as now 
thou doſty; when he! was -txborted to 

repent;che was wont-to put-God 96 

WI 


away robs <—_ miſery : 


teſt: be tk | 
if xh90u. 00-1107 to it preſoncy? Cov: 
felves 


tainly, ,others have de] luded chem 


hn & o® " Ss Be. 
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OM 
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:aredead and miderable: ———_—— And. 
tiow-/canſt rhowbe fecure 
treadeſt in the very (Came Path = 
hath led ſo many wy ma to the Cham-- 
bers of Death? Canſt thou expect 
the very fame track ſhould bring thee 
to happinedy, that brought thy Neigh-- 
bour to his Miſery ? 

5. Another danger it delaying our- 
_  Repentance; is this,. that ſo long as 
we remain without Repentance.. 
God looks upon: us as his Eue- 
amies, and whatever we do is not 
acceptable in his- ſight: We are in a: 
wr Þ a 

rat all our rayers 
Conſeſhons , we, are nor acvepeed- 
The IT po withga 75 . an Fe. 


Till we dl praved, God looks 
_ is racer Vide Grot. de jure 


Bell 1.6. 3. 


36 The Young Bans Duty. 
we have laid aſide onr aftetion to.onr 
fin, and be reconciled to- him. While 
we delay our Repentance , we ſtand 
Procraſtinati —_ - _ © 
Varna a. 20d 3 ior a delay 15 no 
__— Mer le than a denyal. He 
+ that puts God off does 
as much as declare that he refuſes to 
be reconciled, and ſo does continue 
contumaciouſly an Enemy to God : 
And God is alſo an Enemy to him. 
And verily, did we know what- it 
meant - to be under Gods disfavour 
and diſpleaſure, we would ſooner 
chooſe the greateſt miſcries and tor- 
ments in the World before it : - If 
God withdraw our Breath, we are loſt 
for ever, and then: we ſhall under- 
ſtand what Gods diſpleaſure means, 
and ſhall-find that there is no ſorrow 
like this ſorrow. And while we: con- 
tinue in this ſtate, there is a very lit- 
tle diſtance between us+and eternal 
deſtruction. Methinks it ſhould make 
an impenitent-;Sinner ſtartle, did:he 
bur conſider how little. a remove he 
is from etgnal wrath, and that » 
(20g 
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thing keeps him from it but a fmal 
thread of Life, which as it __ 
eafily ſnapt aſunder , fo when ic is, 
he falls down to unſpeakable ſorrows, 
Every Man walks upon the Borders, 


and within the Nei of 
Death. We read of one that ſaid, 
that 7 =x& ms wc, 7, 6. 


The thickneſs of the Vide Ding, La- 
Shipboard (which isnot © © *n*F 

many inches) #5 the arftance that the 
Marener is tn from Death, And I am 
ſare David ſaid, there was. but 'a ftep 
between him and Death, 1 Sam. 20. 3. 
And indeed every Man may fay ic 
truly, The next ſtep may be into his 
Grave: But then the impenitent Sin- 
ner iS in.a worſe-caſe; for as every 
Man is upon the borders of Death, {© 
is he upon the Borders of Death and 

Hell too. YE 
6. By every delay we harden -our 
Hearts againſt God, and the oftner we 
do this; the more unlikely will - be 
our Return and Repentance. - To day 
if you wall hear his warce, harden not 
your Hearts, Heb; 3- 7. By delaying 
to 
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to hear Gad's voice we [become :migine 
incortzgible, 'and- more reptobare , 
and avefle from every good word, 

work, till at length we get a 


d 
Whores Forthead,. and refuſe 'th be aſhi- 


wed, anti Faces '( and Hearts too) hard- 
er than the Rock that refafes to yetwry, 
Jer.3-3.-5-3. And then 1n vain are all 
the Sermons that we heer,. and the 


Fuagments that we ſee and feel, We | 


are not ſhaken by the terrors. of the 


Law, nor drawn by the Promiſes bf 


the Goſpel, nor allured by the vorte 


of the wiſeſt Gharwer. Wegoonin. 
our fins, and though. God hedge in 


our way with Thorns, yet is nothing 
able to turn us back. Thus i is 
_—— Ly hp — 
thy Joot  Jr078 .Deeng , | ana t 

throat 'from thirſt : bat thou ſazalft, there 
15-20 hope : No, 1 have lod frax- 
gers, ana after this I will go, Jer.2:25. 


A dreadful Example we have of. chk . 


in Pharaoh ; God fent to him to dif- 
miſs his People, be works ſigns and 


wonders to-cofyince him, bue be har» 


dens his heart. The River is curaed. 
into 


| 


—_ DÞA a - 7+. 


AX 5, rs, rin wi 4 64 A 


43 * _—_ Rus Ws WW 5 y—_— cJ—_ A AGM Bw ed 


nd wo Hick 3 Wet 


The Young PansDaty. 89 
mto Blood ; he 15'plagued with Fr 

with Lice andFlies ; -a Murrain Elle 
apon his-Cattel, and Boyls upon him- 
Felf and Servants: Thunder , Hail, 
Fire, and Locuſt, and 4 thick Dark- 


me will not make him yield , till 


at laſt he dies miſerably by the 
Hand of the Almighty 3 and he. thar 
would not obey God's Voice, muſt 
endure his Hard. He that delays 
to day to hear God's Forte ,, does by 
God as Pharaoh did; and the ofcner- 
he 'TEPEats thefe delays, and rene- 
rates 'hts reſiftances ro the Call of 


God, the les hopes is there of his. 


returning. 
43. By ourdelays we provoke God. 


to leave us, and ro reſolve to haveno 


more to do with us, nor any longer 
to fallow os with his mercies. God: 
may perhaps che next repulfe {wear in 
his Wrath that his Spirit hall never- 
firive with thee more, and that thou. 
ſhale never enter into his reft.. God 
2lone can te]] kow long he-will endure 
our repulſes, before he caſts us off for 
ever. Hecan only tell how near we 
are. 


—— — 
- -— LC —=2 <9 - 
—_ 
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are come to that fatal point, from 
whence there is no retreating. 'Tis 
obſerved that Pharaof's Heart was 
hardned, after the e:ghth refftanceis 
whether God'\will bear ſo long with 
us we cannot teil: We have too much 
reaſon to fear, that the next -re- 
fiſtance we make', may bring this 
dreadful ſtroke upon ns. - *Tis to be 
feared 'we are advancing apace to 
Pharaoh's hardneſs . of. heart 3 unto 
which our acts of fin do ſer us for- 
ward by way of zatural cauſality, as 
well as by calling down the Dwvi 

- Juſtice: ro compleat the Tad change. 


Do we not perceive our Hearts grow | 


; 


more and more hard and inflexible ; | 
And that the tenderneſs which once 


we had wears away apace?. Be not too 
Res delicata eft.. bold : The Holy Spi- 
Spiritus SanZius, rit of God is tender, 
and may eafily be grieved, andcauſed 
to depart from thee : His gentle fires 


may be- quenched by, thy obſtina- | 
cy. Be inftruted, O Ferulalem, teſt | 


- my Soul depart from thee , er. 6.8. 
God deals with us as with his Cines, 


eut, 


\ 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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Des. 20, He offers us terms of peace, 
but if we refuſe to yield, what can 
be expected, but ma4uts domed © , an 
irreconcilable War for ever? | And 
then we ſhall be as without God, ſo, 


_* without Hope in. the World. And 


much better would it have- been, 
that we had never heard of the 
mercies of the Goſpel, which fo un- 
thankfully we have refuſed. If we 
put all theſe things together , we 


thall find that the putting our Re- 


pentance off to our Death-beds is 
very full of Hazards and Perad- 
Ventures. | 4p 


OT em en... _—_— Al. 


—— 


CHAP. IV. 


Shall now proceedto ſhew the very 
great unreaſonableneſs of putting 
our Repentance off to our Death-beds; 
Ithall make it appear, to be a very 
unjuſt thing, and very unreaſonable. 
And that I ſhall do in' the follawing 

Severals. | 
'2. Itis very unreaſonable to ſerve 
God 


OR A a — 


| 
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God-in the Jaſt-place. To ſpend the 
greateſt -and \belt part of our time, 
and firengcth in the. flavery -of. the 
Deyil and World, -and t God off | 
ith-our-dry Bones. When we have 
a Male.mour Flock, to offer up unto 
God a corrupt thing. Certainly , our 
Landlords and Maſters will not be 
ſerved 'thas, It is a moſt- unjuſt 
thing to offer up unto God , nothing, | 
but the 'rains and ſpoils of Sin, an | 
SP the leavings of the ' De- 
ade wot & vil « to preſent him 
'bi reſetvare, es that, and that only, | 
id folum tempus which we know Rot 
bone mentidefti- where elſe to. beſtow. 
"pert We are not willing to | 
poſſit ? Sen, de ſerve God, till we can | 
brev. vir. c. 4.. follow our Sins no | 
| longer. We offer wp 
to-God - the Wax, and keep t 
Hozy to other uſes. We: do-as 
Saul did, who- though he deſtroyed. 
tngle Chingy he! were vile and re- | 
fuſe, acti ing them to the Diyiae | 
ſl,yer he pared 4gag, andithe-4 
of the Sheep and Oxer, 2. Samn.15. ps 
is 


_ — _ 


— — 
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and Death- 


x rg; Kip * > id thac & of ret. | 
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this is the greateſt piece of unreafon- 


ablenefs in the World. For if God: 


be our Father, and our Lord, our Mz- 
ſter, and our beſt Friend, to- him is 


due the beſt of what we are; or' 


have, Our yourh and ſtrength, the 
fpring of our Age, and the principal 
of our ſtrength and time is:only-due 
to him. - 

-2. It is very unreaſonable to put off 
our great buſmeſs tothat inſtant, when 
we have leaſt t17e, and leaſt freneth 
to do * Thug does uy do tha 
puts off his Repentance toinso L 

bed. This-1s as1& two Bar- 
tels between the oppoſite Armies, 
ſhould begin ro be fopght at Night, 
when they would preſently be buried 
ih darkne(s, and diſtracted: with con- 
fyfjon. Our Death-bed is not a fie place 


- 


for ſo difficult and comprehenſive 2 


work. Repentance ſhould be finiſhed, 
and-not Sn. at ſuch a time. The 
Jews were forbid-to ſeek Mameupon 
their ' Sabbath-day , they - wete-ito- 
Ee 
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The everlaſting reſt is approaching on 
our Death-bed; we ſhould not then 
be to ſeek when-we are entring into 
our Reſt. . This would be juſt as if 
2 Man ſhould have all his days work 
to do when his time of {ſleep and- 
reſt is come: They were fooliſh Vir- 
gins, that when cheir Bridegroom 
called, had their Oyl to ſeek, and in 
this very miſerable too, that while 
they went to go themſelyes 
with Oyl, the Door was ſhut, Mar. 
25. Upon our Death-bed our Lord 
calls us hence to reteive the Fraic of 
our ways, and therefore that is not 
2 time to work. Beſides, our Death 
is ſometimes very ſuader, and then 
we have no time : And ſometimes 
very wolent, and. then we have no 
frength. We are many times hurried: 
away to our Graves, and there is no 
ſpace or diſtance between our _ 
and death. When it is thus we have - 
no time for any. thing, and therefore © | 
none for our Repentance. But yer | 
ſuppoſe we lie a while upon onr 


Death-bed, yet then many times we 
are 


. the Day of 


i\5 Ba DAS. or. ot. eb, tn tices 
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are dead as to all the great purpoſes 


of Life, and the pens) of Negion.: | 
Many. times our Reaſon | i laid allep 


by a _— or , or el 
maſtered by the Hpoplexy, of a Fe- 


ver, or Infalencies of a Phrenhie ; 
at leaſt much obſcured: by the ſteam 


of a black: Choler : And when our 
Reaſon is departed, it is too late to re- 
pent, and indeed 1mpofſible. - But if 
nothing of this ſhould happen,yer thall 
we. find it task enov 
with jour D_—_—_ at | t- ade We 
ve enough to do to ſupport pa- 

ly under our renting trouble. I 


+ dn of a Soldier under Charles © 


the Fifth, who begging 

from the Eg wor bis his Ma ——_— 

am 3 the Office he held under him, 

and the Emperour demanding of him 

me | qos == moved Fon to lay 

ment, he gave t 

: And wer, That between 
and the Afﬀairs 

of Lyfe, there = to. intercede ſome 

ſpace of trme, A wiſe Speech it 


to conflict. 


things chac we bukie ouri {elves abour, 
and not to know' God, and ſerve and 
love him, which yet is the great, 
and indeed, only 'end ,- for which 
God Hhach ſent. us -into. this World. 
Ic is a ſad conſideration to think how 
long we live, and to how little pur- 
—_ Hiſtory tells us 'of 7alins Ge- 
far, that - when he read over Alex- 


enders Exploits, he wept, and told. 


his: Friends, That whereas Alexander 
at his Age had 'over- _ 

come - Darius, that yet m_ + 
he had done: nothing of POPOem 


any remark, Well may wea!l weep, - 


when we think that we have 4cex fo 
long, and lived ſo {zttle ; tthat we 
have ſpent ſo any years, and done 
ſo little work; That at (this Age we 
have not maſtered our Paſſions, not 
ſubdued our defires, "nor weaned our 
ſelves from this vexatious World, nor 
become either fit to live, or fit to 
die. That we ſhould ſpend ſo much 


time aboutour Profits, and our Plea- 


ſures, and be as far from God; aid 
F from 
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3 brave Men. For theſe are the itt] 


i, 
| 
* 
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from Heaven, -and -fatther too, 'than 
ever we were. We are careful and 
troubled \ about many things, when we: 
Forget the 4nam necefſarium., the- ove 
needful thing, 'that good part twat ſhall. |: 
never be -taken away from us, Take to. || 
41,42. _ | 

4- It is very anreaſonable to rruſt 
to-our Death-bed Repentance, and to || 
ſay we wall repent hereafter ;: becaaſe | 
2t will not be in our power'to do-it | 
then, unleſs-God. follows us with his | 
Tpecial Grace, and enables ns-to-do it. | 
Butr-whether he will do that,vt notiwe |: 
cannot tel] ; for beſides that-we-give | 
bim juft-cauſe to:abandon and:forſake | 
us; he hath no-wherepromiſed, 'rhac þ 
though we geglect him-in our health, | 
he will certainly remember uscon our Þ 
Death-beds,:and then worka true Re- | 
| as nd _ ra | 

5.It will-appear, very unreaſonable,if | 
we conſider how we doan our world- 
ly Afﬀairs: If we thould:tranſaRtonr! 
worldly Aﬀeairs with | no-greater wal- 
dom than'we do the :concerns:and af-| 
tairs of our Souls, wedhouldbe taken X 

or 


| v 


The Young Vans Duty, 99 
for Fools or Mad-men. Tn our world- 
ly buſineſs we walk by certain ſaving 
rules, and prudential principles of good 
Husbandry. We think it wiſdom to 
ſecure the marn, to provide againſt Win- 
ter, 220t to let our Market ſlip, nor 


. - to refuſe a gaod profſer and overture, to 


chooſe good Seed, and a good Seaſor 
for the Tillage and ſowing our Land. 
Weaccount him a Fool that withRarnds. 
his Market, and zegle8s his Seed-trme, 
and yet expects a full:Purſe, and a 
plentiful Harveſt, We -think him a 
Mad-man that ſows Tares, and yet 
confidently looks for a Grop of Wheat. 
We call himan-ill Husband-that runs - 
.. 6nſ{core, and adds daily to-his Debts, 
: but is neither careful co get them exa- 
'- #xed, nor get them cube We laugh 
; ata Man that ' begias not -to learn a 
: Trage till he be old, £ 
that begins not:his mork. This &r ridtculs 
| till ight, or char does 07 of clone 
not.go-to School till he cap, 35. 
is bl:zd.-for old age >: We © 
ſhould-wonder to hear a very old man 
tell, that he is goag © build himſelf 
2 a 
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a fair Houſe, and that then he would 
travel into Foreign. Parts, and then 

go into the Wars, and learn the 
Modes and Faſhions of the World. 
Should we (ee a Man very dangerouſly | 
wounded, his Life bleeding out apace | 

through his Veins, that ſhould tell us ' 
he would ſeek for no help till after : 
ſo many days or months, how would | 

ſach a thing aſtoniſh us ! We ſhould 

admire 'at' the Man, that , havin 

, drank deadly Poiſon unawares, ſhould ; 
ſpeak of getting an Antidote the 
next” Spring, in order to his reco- | 
yery ! Who would not deride that 
| Man that ſhould tell him, that he 
| expected as good Wheat from the 
| Seed of Cockle, as he might expe& 
[| that ſowed the fineſt Wheat ; and 
that it would be all one whether we 
{owed or not, or whether our Seed | 

- were good or bad, fo we did but 

|| truſt the mercies of an Almighty Gad, 
\ who could ſend us a great Harveſt + 
q without ſo much coſt and pains? we f 
ſhould think him a vain” Man that 
Hould cell us, that ke did I ; 
| ut'h 
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but in oze day to do the work of a whole 


Life : Or that, when he hath a very 
long Journey to take, ſhould affirm, 
that he had ſuch a truſt in the mercy 
of God, that he did not queſtion bur 
to. perform his' Journey , though he 
fate ſtill till the very laſt moment; 
expecting no leſs .from Gods Omni- 
p—_—_ than what the Jews tell us 

appened by a Miracle to Jacob, when 


he-went from Beerſhe- 


ta to Haran: they tell rn Tongan 
"on > ON. 4 1C- 
us, that he went it in 70095 


a Day, and that- the 5 
Earth: . between Beer- 


ſ-eba and: Haran did leap towards 


him to. meet him, and fo ſaved hin. ' 
the labour of footing it over. Such 
Fools and Mad-men. are we, we ex- 


. pet that Heaven ſhould meet us,.and 


ſave us the labour of any long Pilgri- 
mage: We look God ſhould be fo 
fond of us, as to be always working 
miracles - for our ſakes 3; and that 
when we will not be ſaved, that he 
ſhould fave us whether we will or nor. 
We neglect our Seed&rime, and re- 
| 4; gard 
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gard not what our Seed bes we will 
not learn the way to Heayen', nor 
fight the good fight, nor run the race, 
till old Age comes upen us : Our 


Souls are wounded, and - we. negle& | 
a remedy z we have a great Journey | 


to £0, and much Work to do, and 


yet we loyter or ſit ftill, as if Hea- 


ven -were ncthing worth , and our 
Souls of -no valae 3 or as if it were 
the moſt eaſfte thing to get to Hea- 
ven , though our Saviour fay , The 
gate ts ftrait, and the way narrow that 
leads to life, and that there be but few 
that find it, Matth. 7.14; And cer- 
tatnly we thall find it an harder mat- 
ter to get to Heaven than we are a- 
ware of, 


” WY 7 _— — 7 ths 
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CHAP. V. 


J Some now to take off thoſe Obje- 
Ctions that - either might or have 
been 4" oh againſt what I have hi- 
therto (ai | | ; 
Q4j. 1. The firſt I ſhall name is, 
at 
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that which: we read\at the beginning 
of the Gammon-Prayer-Book,, before 
the: - late Alterations. made, cited 
from Ezek. 18. And the Words as 
they lie in that Book of. Gommon- 
Prayer, are theſe: At what time ſo- 
ever 4 Sinner doth repent him of his 
Sins from the bottoms of his Heart, I wilt 
put all his wickedneſs. out of my re- 
membrance, ſaith the Lord, - From 
whence ſome. are' ready to infer, 
that ic will be all one whether we 
repent now , or hereafter; nay far- 
ther, that we are not obliged to an 
early Repentance, but may delay it 
to. the. aſt moment, becauſe it 15 
lid, 4 what time fuerver. And this 
is too commonly objeted by Men 
of weak and corrupt Minds, in De- 
fence of their Delays. To which I 
anfwer, 

Firſt, That though Ezek. 18, 21,22. 
be cited for theſe words in that Book 
of Gommon- Prayer, yet if we look the 
words in the Prophet, we ſhall. find 
ſome difference : For the words in 
Kzelyel. run thus : If the wicked ſhall 
F 4 turns 
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twn from all his {ins that he hath-com- 
mitted, and keep all my Statutes + and 


ao that which ts lawful and right (note © 


that well) he ſhall furely l;ve, and not 
ate, So that in this placc there is 
no- promiſe of Pardon' to a wicked 
Man, unleſs he turn from all his (ins, 
and keep all Gods Statates , and ao that 
which 1s lawful and right.” And cer- 
cainly this, imports a great deal: more 
than a crying out for mercy. He 
mult forſake his way and his thoughts 
too, Ija.55. 7. He muſt reffore the 
Pledge, and give again what he hath 
robbed, and walk in the Statutes of 
Life ' without committing iniquity , 
Ezek. 33-15. - And therefore from 
thele places can a Man have no 
Encouragement for his Death-bed: 
Repentance, for they loudly cal 
for a Good Life, and Honeſt Acti- 


ONS. 
+ Secondly, I anſwer , though God 
have promiſed pardon, whenſoever we 
repent, yet he hath no where made a 
promiſe, that he will iow that Man 
with his Grace, which ſhall enable him 

0 
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-bed; who refuſes 
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to repent to his "pon Qui prednifit jak 


and Prins 32 4+ 
| : tenti veniatn, non 
.xefiſts this. offer .of promiſi - peccants 


Grace in the time of 'penitentiam, 
-his Health. 

Laſtly, We muſt repent at the bot- 
tom of our heart, before we can have 
this Pardon :: Now. we. know our 
Hearts are deceitful, and we have 
greac reaſon to ſuſpect our Death-bed 
. Repencance to be feigned and hypocri- 
tical. It was a Speech of a very wor- 
thy Man, that, He that will aſſemble 
with God in his Life- © | 
teme, will m_ with Mr. Greenham; 
him tn bis Death. iT WR 7 

O4j: 2. Bar-ſome-, will ſay-, God 
does as well accept, and-. as amply 
reward the old mans late Repentance, 


as the early Repentance and Reforma- 
tion of \the young :: He gave as: great 


2 reward to- thoſei/that-went into his 
Vmeyard at the gleventh hour, as. he 
did to-thoſe that went in more early, 
and that id; endure the heat and bur- 
den of- the day :- As may appear from 
that Parable: which we read, Mat. 20: 
FRE 2 F 5 And. 
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And therefore-there is no ſuch need of 
an early Reformation,nor yet any ſuch 
danger in a late, or Death-bed- Repen- 
rance.. To: which I ſhall. anſwer, 

I, It is by no means evident, that 
this Parable was ever meant. in any | 


ſuch ſenſe as is ſuppoſed in this Ob- 


je&ion.For our Saviour hath no where - 
told us, that by the eleventh hour is. . 
meant o'd Age. - Nor have we, that I 
know of, the leaſt ſhadow of rea- 
fon to underſtand it in ſuch a Senſe :- 
But the defign of char Parable ſeems 
rather _ this, vez, To x5 = 
fews, who were Gods fir# People, 
that though God choſe them fi-# ac 
the beginning: of the 'World', yet | 
would he now make his Name | 
known to the Gentiles, according 
as was foretold of old 5 and this | 
he would aow:do-in the 
Mas, in the end of the World, or 
The ine of ther omg the Jorm 

e time of that t the Jews 
Ehriſt , and of . , 
ron bY el, in would FEPine - At this 
which the Gen- Mercy of God towards. 
pier were wo be the _ | 

En wWilh- 


days of: the | 


1s 


ol 


VToTaoRasn 


Writer expo 


| 


murins, (v;17. )- God 


would call in the Gen-- 


tiles , and accept 
and. reward their: & 


m_ as largely as he 
ews. As 


ould the: 
God rewarded  4þra- 


ham, Meſesand Dqgwid, 
[2nd all. rr 


y- Men - 
mong the Jews in their 
ſeveral times, ſo would 
he alfo rewardall good 
Men, though Gentiles, 
in | thoſe "'laft'' times 
of the-Gofpel,' * A 
Words h Kal 
VYords, ExPounds - 
the Heyſhol ders goin 
out earl 4 LM 
meant 
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withſtandingtheirmur- 


called, may well 


| be called here 


"Even © 
When jr is c 
where called”F- 
tm Fee, 10h. 
2.13. And is ve- 
ry Aeen ind 
t the 
War FM the laſt. 
prey or time, 
For: 10. 11; 
Mas. 4. --; 
Ads 2. 17: 

7 Per. 1. 20, 
Heb. 9. 26. 
Ifa.. 2. 2, 


"lo: 2  Abciene 
Thepbilg#, in: 


orning ,. to be 
calling his Servants. 


10 the gf Gode of the World to 
Noah: TheLabourers of I e third 


hour , to: be: thoſe? 


in Abraham” $ 


Gas 5 of ch& nc , about the time of 
Moſes ; ; the ninth,” the "times of the 
Prophets 3 , the eleventh hour, the tines 


of 


/ 


and following-. Words 
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of Chriſt, And verily, if we duly 
weigh this Interpretation, ( which is: 
neither new , nor: yet ſingular) and 


very well'ponder - on- the antecedenr 
| ' and all the 
parts of the Parable it. ſelf, with other 


very many paſſages of the Scriptures, 


(which I muſt not now ſtand upon) 


and lay them well together, we ſhall 
find-no confiderable Objection againft- 


Secondly, Suppoſe that to be the: 


meaning of the place, which is pre- 


tended 1n this Objection, that by the 
Eleventh Hour is meant Old Age, 


and by the. other Hours are. mean, 
not. the Age of the World / buc- the 
ſeveral Ages of - Mans Life, yet--it/ is 
very evident that. this- place is of 
no force m.- this buſineſs. - For it is 


evident, - that. thoſe Men in. the Pa- | 
- rable, that. went into- the Vineyard 


at the Eleventh Hour, 'were not. che 
fame that . were- called or hired 
early tn the morning , at the thu, 
þxth, or ninth hour : For (1.) Thoſe 
chat went in at the. Eleventh 'Howr 
WEre 


—_ 


—  _— 


+2 Ow RAM AT 


w—_—_ - 


— 
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. were not called before; as they them- 


ſdlves tell the Houſholder, when he 


- ashed them why they ftood 1dle : They 
-fay unto him, becauſe no man hath hired 
8, V.7. That is, this was the -firſt 
offer that was made to them nor 


do we read that ever they refuſed 


. to enter in when they were invited. 
But now the caſe with us is quite dif- 


ferent, we/are called upon from day 
to day, in our youth, in the early and 


firſt hours of our day , and. we ne- 
'glect, and refuſe, and delay our Re- 
.pentance to our old Age, and there- 


fore cannot ſay -with thoſe in- the Pa- 


-rable ,: Vo,” man hath hired us. But 


again, ( 2.) It is evident they were 
not the ſaxze Men that. weat into the 
'Vineyard at the Eleventh Hour, with 
thoſe that were invited more early, 
.becauſe the. Text. tells us all along, 
and-more particularly , v.:6; [Thar 
the Houſhalderat the Eleventh Hour, 
*Evgsy d&MAvs, found others ' flanaing 
idle 3 from whence it is evident they 
were nor the ſame- that were hired 
before. And therefore for us ; who 


are 


_ a very 
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are called at the thera, fxth, and ninth 
boar of the day, to-put off our work 


to the eleventh, is very unwarrants- 
ble : For it hath no warranty from | 


this place, nor is there one example 
-in the Book :of God, to this purpoſe, - 


that may encourage us. 

Q4j. 3. But ſome will objedt the 
example of the Thief upon the Croks, 
who though he were all his: Life-rime 
= Sinner, yet did he find | 
mercy riſt at the laſt, -evena | 
lietle beſbes his Death : And there- 
fore why. may. he not alſo have mer- 
cy upon others, who never committed 
thoſe Sins hy the Thief might be 
thought guiley of >, | 

But I ſhalt make it appear, that we 
can. have - no - encouragement from 
this example. of the Thief to delay 
our Repentance, and yet to look for 
a Pardon-at laſt, when we lie a dy- 
ing- — Caſe-is far different fron 

is - For, 

Firſt, : It does not 2 appear that this 
Thief ever heard of Chriſt before, we 
never read-that-eyer:he delayed his 
Repentance: 


12th 
2ork 


nte- 


the 
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Repentance to this time, nor have we 
the leaſt appearance of Reaſon to 
ground any ſuch Opinion upon : And 
therefore his caſe is not the ſame with 
ours, and fo it makes nothing for our 
purpoſe or excuſe. For we have not 
only heard of Chriſt, but profefled 
our ſelves his Followers before we lie 
a dying, and yet we delayed a timely 
Repentance: Now what groung of 
hope can. any Man have from this 
Example of the. Thief,, when he de- 
lays his Repentance to the laſt, when 
x does nat appear thatever the Thief, 
after he heard of Chriſt, did delay. his 


at all ? | If 
Secondly,We have no reiſon'tgbe- 
lieve that our Death-bed Repentance 
will be ſo fincere as this Thief's was - 
Nay, we have too great reaſon to 
#hink.ic wall not be ſo: For beſides, 
that:this Thief acknowledged Chriſt 
an his: loweſt |/Condition ,. even then 
when ourSaviour hung _ theCrols, 
(which cannot be our caſe ) and- then 
exprefled an eftecual Faith in him - 
Refides all this, be manifeRed. as true 
jos . 
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a Repentance and Faith, as that ſhort, 
ſpace of time- would give him leave.. 
He acknowledged Carilſts Innocence, ' 
his own Guile, and his truſt in Chriſt. 


for a future blefledneſs ; further 1n-: 


deed he went not, nor could he. 
after his firſt hearing of Chriſt, un-' 


-lefs his Life had been prolonged. 
But our. Caſe is. far. different, for 


we after our knowledge of Chriſt, ' 


deſpiſe and reject him. And there- 


fore our Repentance is not like that | 
Repentance of the Thief, - unleſs it | 
he in this, that it is /ate as well as | 

Thirdly, This is but one, and a | 
very rare inftance, the'whole Book of 


God will not yield us ſuch another 
example, This was a ſingular inſtance 
of mercy which Chriſt never intended 
Priclaaa por.. ſhould be drawn into. 
fndle fad: alios 1 example, Or made 
non extendituy..  1nto a Law:: It was 


Juſtin. Inſt; 1. x. a perſonal Prwiledge. 


Tit. 2.8.6. and Grace, which 1s 
therefore to be extended no farther 
than. the Perſon.:'To conclude an ar x] 
f ver 


of this. Thief ; we may 


; certain miſery from the 


> 7 (20 09 39 LR By bg 7 


| 
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 verſal and general Law from one 


ſingular Inſtance, is very unreaſona- 


' ble: For any Man to fay , becauſe 


this Thief was faved: at his laſt 
breath, therefore he ſhall alſo, is ex- 
rreamly weak and inconſequent z For 
beſides our caſe is fo | 


far different from that Quod contra rati- 


onem Juris recep- 
tum eſt, non eſt 
producendum ad 
conſequentia.Vid. 
Tir. digeſt. de 
Reg. Juris. 


as well, nay, . more 
reaſonably conclude our 


example of the. bad, 
as our: happineſs from the example of 
the good Thief, No Man profeſſing 


. | Chriſtianity: will have any ground 


ro expect to fare as this Thief did : 
(1.) Till Chriſt come into the World 
againz and ( 2.) Suffer again alſos: 
and that (3.) Between two Thieves ; 
and (4.) He be alive at that time 
and (5-) Place where he ſiffers 
and ( 6.) Be one of the Thieves ; 
and (7. ) The good one too : Which 
th + am ſure will never come to 

21s. | 
: O4j. 4. Some will ſay, God is Al- 
mighty, 


# 
be . 
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mighty , and-can'do what: he pleaſes: 
His Hands are not: tied, he can; ſave 
an 01d Sinner as. well as-an:old Saint - / 
Nothing is: impoſhble- ro him. To: ; 
which I an{wer, | | 
Firſt, The Queſtion is. not: what: | 
God can do, but what he ml, and 
what we have reaſon: to expect he : 
__ God can turn our Stones itt | 
to Bread for us, and, ſave u$zalive 


FRAY xi 


though we caſt our ſelves down: | 
from the higheſt Rock or Pinacle. | 
Bur yet we have no reaſon: to: ex-. | 
pet theſe things when: we. are out 
of Gods way. As little reafon have 
We to £0 on in our fins, and ſay, that 
God can fave us notwithſtanding z for 
the Queſtion being not what God can, 
bat what he will do ;. the Scriptures 
muſt reſolve us in that; and ſure” I 
aw, from the Scriptures we have no | 
.xeaſan.to think he will. Bur, | 
- Secondly, We have great reaſon to 
think be will pot : What reaſon have \ 
we to think that God is fo fond of us, | 
that hewill work zzracles for us, when 
we deſpiſe the p:cans ! Will. he _ 
the £ 
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the Say to fand til! for us, becauſe 
we bave. z4led-away our day ! Or do 


- | we think God is fo in love with us, 
; as. to fave us, whether we will be 


faved or not ! Hath not'God told us, 
that zf we live after the fleſh, we ſhall 
ae, Rem.8.1.3. ? And do-nor the fame 
Scriptures that tell us that God is A[- 
mzghty, tell us alſo that he cannut lie, 
or deny hinelf ? 


Ovj. 5. But fome may ſay, Is not 
God merciful as well as ſtrong ? Are 
not his Compathions as great as hs 
Power | whac pleafure rhen. can he 


take in our Death ! Or why ſhould we 


tmic ot reftrain his Mercies* To 
Ft, Thar God is certainly 1 

rt God is certainly very 
merciful, and delights not in our blood. 
We have ſufficient experience of his 
mercy every day. It is his mercy that 
hath ſtill kepe us within the hopes 
of Heaven, and under the means of 
grace, and on this /ide an eternal death - 
te is his mercy chat he will accept of 
our Repentance, and reward our {10- 


CEre . 


K "Ov 2p I» 70 
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cere Obedience : Had he deſired: our 
Death, he mighe have cut us off in 


on midſt of our fins, and- of our 
ays, and given us 2 fad Portion of : 


things among thoſe that are eternally 


miſerable. This mercy the very dam- | 


ned in Hell have had, in the time of 


their Life, a great experience of; and 
yet now are <ternally loſt , becauſe 


this- abundance of Gods goodnefs 
did not lead them to Repentance; 
which is 4 moſt evident Argument 
that the Deſtruction of thoſe that 
Cid abuſe and contemn the mercy 


—— 


— 


of. God, is no Objection againſt Gods | 


mercy; The Sinner uſes Gods mer- 
cy to evil purpoſes, and does by 


it as a Shipwrackt Man does ſome- 


times with a Plazk, upon which he 
vencufes ſo' great a weight,. as doth 
_ ſink himſelf and it at 
once. There are they 
that would have no 
God ar all, that they 
might eſcape unpuniſh- 
ed: Others would have 
a God, bur it is: to 

right 


729.1 eV Las 


Ty oy T6 kV 
YaHws £71709 2 
ov 0; dySow- 
To: Hier, \n 
Carm,Pzthag. 
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right their cauſe. The S:nner would 
have a God that ſhould be all mercy, 
that might w:zk at his Follies; the 
Sufferer would have a God of Juf:ce, 
who might avenge his Injuries : And 
every one would have what he 
thinks for his own turn : I know no 
other reaſon why Men ſhould make 
ſach an Objection as: this from the 
oodneſs of God, which they would 
ay hold of to excuſe them from an 
early Repentance, whereas indeed 
the goodneſs of God leads them to ir. 


Bur, | 

- Secondly, God is juſt and holy as 
well as merciful: As the 

mercy of God forbears . _ 

2A while, {o his Fuſtice Dn immortales 
will puniſhus at laſt. It Pn Pens 

will be very juf, that mis — 
thoſe ſhould be C0R+ . parentes; At pa- 
demned wag ny x _—_ Jorgjans 

ſaved. That thoſe ſhou < 96% ea 
be deſtroyed, who will ycce. — 

not accept of pardon. Gel. /-1. c.6, 
Do not tender Fathers +- 

difinheric rebellious , 
| | and 


uerucawanug—_ ou ac —- <-——- 2» EE_ 
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and wicked Children , -and beſtow 
their Subſtance .upon thoſe that uſe 


it well! Certainly God will do .uo' 


—_ us, #f we go -on to rebel 
againſt'him. The very ſame Scrip- 


tures which-tell us:of his mercies, tell ' 
Bs alfo:of his Juſtice, and that he will 


$y 20: means clear the guilty 7 

I know not what farther Objection 
can be'brought -againft what I have 
faid, but. ſtill I am ready to believe, 
that what hath been- ſaid will -not 


be effectual to perſwade the Reader 
to an early Piety, and a ſeaſonable Re- | 
pentance, Few Men will be -per- 


ſwaded that their dyang-howr , and 


their day of Accounts are near at | 


hand. It were well if Men could 


remember that: Death and :Judgment ' 
are then '-many times .neareſt to -us | 


when we think : them fartheſt off. 
That Servant -that faith, Hrs Lord 
delays his coming , (hall - find that +is 
Lord ſhall come in a day :when he 
looketh 20t for him s and in an. hour 
that he is not aware of, 'Matth. 24. 50. 
Luke 13. 35. 17.26. We are ſecure 
very 


The PoungMWans Duty. 1 19 


very often'when'we.arenot ſefe. The 


old World little thought of a Eho#, 


when they gave themſelves iro -eat- 
ing and drinking, .and giving in Mar- 


riagez but the Waters ſoon came 


down upon this ungodly:'World. The 
Sodoxrites little thought of a Fire, and 


it: rained Fzre and Brarftone from 
'Heaven -upon them : 'So ſhall it be 


when the Son of Man comes: We 
{hall deceive our ſelves till Death 
undeceive us, and delude our ſelves 
with-falſe hopes of a-long Life, till our 
Sand is all out, and Time art an end. 


Certainly, many now in 'Hel! little 


thought of - dying fo ſoox , tmuch leſs 
of being there tormented after fo ſhort 
a Life. "The rich Man in the Goſpel 
lietle thought his Soul ſhould be taken 
from him that Night, when he- faid 
.to his. Soul, Theu haft Goods lazd- up 
for i many years, Luke 12.19. | Bel- 
ſhazzar little thought ſurely of the 
expiration of. bis Life and Kingdom fo 
{uddenly,: when he drank Wine ſo fe- 
curely in the Veſlels.of the Temple, 
Dan, 3. That which we leaſt _ 
's 
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of, does often ſurprize and overtake 
us of a ſudden : It. is 'grown indeed 7 
co a Proverb,that when we would ex; ,, 
preſs how little we think of a thing; ; 
we fav, We as little thought of ſwuh | 
4 thing, as we thought of our dying; 7 
' aay. | It ſeems we think but litth { 
' of it, but yer it comes quickly : up. , 


. Celle eſt, ciro inveniri deber ur cito ſuſcipi poſ- 
ſir, _—_ perear EX vita Cujus finis incertus' ( 
eſt, -{ ant, Inft. l. 3..C.16. ; | Bo 


 forſake 


! 


On us, whether we think of it., ar 
'NO, | | | : " | 
mmmmmmmmmmlmmmmammmnmun rg 
| | i 2 
CHAP. VI, | 4 
q o FIVE L977 | 
| [ E T me then exhort you: in the. \ 
| 42. words of the Prophet, Seek the ( 
! Lord while he may be found, call ye; | 
| Fg EI pon _— ous he. s| ; 

| Vide Chald. Pa- wear; Let the wicked 
| raph. Kimchi & "OY 

G R.Solom.7n loc. "1 
[| —-Scd. ſapiendum eſt, &. quidem ma-;| 1 
| rure ; non enim nobis altera vira conceditur ;. 
| ut cum in hac ſapientiam quezramus, in iila'| - 
| | ſapere poſſumus 3 in hac utrymque fieri ne- 


p 


' is, we muſt ſeek him preſently, be- 


' and thatafter this ——_ life i5 end-* 
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3 ' foyſake bis way, and the unrighteous 


man his. thoughts, and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him, ad to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon, Ia-55.6,7. That 
fore- the Decree be paſt, or our Life 
waſted;. or conſumed; as the Jews ex- 

und; that place. We muſt be wiſe 
—- od and” not projet to: be wiſe 
only at the laſt caſt, though we live 
in Folly. m the mean time : -We muſt 
both {eek this ſpiritual Wiſdom, and 
uſe it. alſo in-this. Life. But with, 
what Words ſhall I: perſwade- this * 
One would think chat what hath been* 


| faid before, ſhould be ſufficient, if 
| it were duly conſidered , and with- 


out that nothing will be ſofficient* 
Yet I- ſhall ;:add ſome Confidera-? 
tions, -which if we: duly attend un-? 
to, may not be unfit for. the purpoſe: 
in hand, Prof i 
Conlider then inthe firſt place, and 
do it ſeriouſly,that your ſtay inthis lie 
cannot be long, but maybe very ſhort;* 


ed, 
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«ha. dey" of Grace will be-paſd 


JQ/and you will have none" of 
ka qe mercy offered, which 


ON ana on Day 's "fp" 
Ts ray of' us., and the; 


A at hand, i which a M 
Our time flides away- po. 


Ag Bpckpeang _ Nang 
to us. Wi Q 
y* 1 bakixe, our Eyes: ſhall be 
(ed, and;ip(hall- be; noiſed-in the 
ighbgarhogdi. thati we ars de 

| 


*h de longer 


Journeys ,. a 
ugh at moſt, 7 _— 


7 
o 
ow 
La 


we-hall. be-caIl{| 


thea our Streers; 
ouſes in a ſhort time ſhalÞ Grp: 


EF: Eh ea by Dat 2nd brodghte 


tl 


that, they know us. Then (hall all; 


thoughts. penith,. and then if 'we | 
Eave\ nab reponted- tu. oye, we ſhalt 


£2. 99 -Putpole: repaut: atormally. we 
I | a 


<very\ fa 
Bo. | np wony anda yy | 


we have tireathed a lircle hol 
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paſh fHhall' be our of the reach of thar 


merey that now would gladly em- 


rely Brace'ns: We may therrim vai call 


tothe Monntains and Hilts to cover 


/ us: We ſhould therefore think upon 


how: flender and weak a Thread our 


; ererfal State does.depend, We read 
; of Aalows, that he Inmg by the 
| Head uporr an Oak betweeh Heaven 


heir and Earth; and whereas, one would 


have thought he might have cut off 


his Hair , and. ſo made his eſcape; 


_ ot of the Jews tells us a Tradition 


of 'the Robbins, that he drew his 


ol, Sword to cnt WE} 
fer hair, bat that he ſay” RSeommr in 


underneath hin Hell 8: 9: 


:| opened, which: was ready to receive 


/tr-| him. How troe this Tradition is, I 


| examine*not;. bur Sure T am, it wel! 


s : reprefents' the danger of the. impeni- 


cent Man; who is at all times within 


' awhairs breadth of everlaſting burn- 


Confider: ſecondly; how glad the* 


» damned in Hell would be of choſe of- 
ſergof Gracewhic 


ch weneglet andde- 
G 2 ſpile : 


+1 
Frd4 
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ſpiſe : Might they be -taken out of 


their Beds of Fire, and placed again in 
the cooler Reg1ons of this Wor 

have ſuch good terms of mercy pro- 
miſled them as we enjoy, how: gladly 
would they embrace them ? Would 
they chooſe rather to lie in their 
Flames, than to forſake their 35? Did 


we well underſtand what it is to - lie 


down in everlafling Burnings, certain- 


Iy we ſhould not ſo ſecurely go on in 


our fins. 

Conſider thirdly, what Anſwer can 
you make to God at the day of Judg- 
ment; if you continue in your impe- 
nitence, and neglect your own Sal. 
vation ? What will you ſay when God 
ſhall demand of you why you idled a- 
way your day ? will you ſay, as thoſe 
in the Parable? becauſe 20 man hath 


hired us, Matth. 20. 7. That wecan- 


not, for God hath ſent his Meſſengers 
that have told us both our work and 


wages, and beſeeched us alſo to labour 
12 Gods Vineyard, Wall you fay you 


had other things to mind: firſt, your 


Metrchandize, your Farms, and Twas 
| - 


d, and 


| 
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of Oxen > That you cannot, for God 
had promiſed to provide us with all 
theſe things, If we would firſt ſeek 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Will you 
fay you were not able ? That you 
cannot plead, for God offers his 
Spirit to enable you for your ask- 
iog, Luke 11. 13. Will you ſay you 


ie did not think your time had been 


ſo ſhort ? | But you had no aſſurance 
it ſhould have been {0 long: Whar 
ſhall we fay then ? God hath called 
us, but we would not hear him : He 
hath: ſrztten us, but we were not 
humbled: He ſhewed us avercy , but 
that would not ſoften us : He threat- 
ed, but we were not afraid: He 
zntreated us , but we were not per- 
(waded : He ſent his Embaſſadors , 
but they could not win us: He told 
us-the Danger, but we would wen- 
ture : He propounded a great Re- 


-ward, but we negleted it : He moved 


us by his Spzrit, but we grieved his 
Spirit , deſpiſed his threatnines , belte- 
wed not his wora : Whom ſhall we 
blame now? Not _ Market __— 

3 y ; 
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ly : For he gave his Son to die. Na 
oor Saviour, far he did not calt uy 
Nor our Teachers, for theycal 
led pon_us-daily. Not our own 
Weaknefs, for God was very re 
to help.us : . Nor yet our waar 
Time, for God was ready t0:pro- 
vide far us ; and ve had cime.eno 
to {pare in Sports 2nd Paſtimes , 
Pleaſure in Sin, an doing 
thing, and that which was 
the purpoſe. Je will appear, our 
tion was from -our ſelves, 


t9 


that our Mouths will be tapped when | 


> | 


a 
1 
( 
Y 
| 


. 
- 
G 
p 


God calls us. forth at that great day 


wo 


he Calls 0900p have 4oronen and re- 
curn quick 

your Neavely 7 Father, Ta 36, tw'# 
Je jrom 30ur C Ezek, 33: Iz, 
And this was the the Defirine of Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of God, Mark 1.15, 
And of the rſt Preachers of the Go- 


|, who call upon Men gvery where 
_ This is the conſtant Lan- 


This is the Vaice of 


k 
D —_— s how many and | 


—— _— 


guage of the Spirit in the Sereptures, - 


and 
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Nug and many times, and vary frequently 


in. our: avakined. Conference) , og we 
ſhould repent quickly ; exery 7 ae 
of God: calls:uporr us 40 Re prac 
for the Apoſtle reils us, chit 
neſs of God leads us to Repertante, 
OM. 2.4. 2'Pet. 3. 9. Our Health 
and: Strengeh',. Our Plenty and our 
Wealth call upon us: to rerarn, 'and 
reptht : > And '{o do-all. the Troubles 


| and Aﬀi@aions "Which we trieet With- 


all, tk&y 'call upon us to repent atfo 3 
the blaſting of our Corn, the caſting 
of our Calves our unfeaſonable Seed: 
txme, and: our bad” Hirveſt, the de- 
cay of our Trade, arid the to bf: our 
Goods; of good. "Name; Evepy York 
_ and every Sigknefs &a]l hþoh Us 
yepert zuithly, and to Seek the 
Luba wb mhyle be wy be found, So the 
Hoty tells us, As many as 1 
fave i rebvlg and thaften, be' Rtalous 
therefore) andvepent; Rev-3. to, Ns 


oy pms rhat defall other = - 
f Call -Upoh Ws to nt 
Gatrivns Blood chir Pile: ſhed, and. 
the Death of doſe by. the Towet of 
tloams 


G 4 


_ _— CC —— —— ——— CY 


\ 
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San, theſe thiogs preach yr that 
we muſt repent or -perih , Luke 14. 
Þy5- The: Waters of the Flood,:the 
Fire of - Sqdom,.; the. deſtruction of 
Pharaoh, the Flames of the City and 
Temple, and all the other Calamr 
ties of the poor I-aelites call upon us 
torepent. , The overthrow and ruine 
of Families , - of, Cities, and Pro-\ 
vinces, whether -by :Plague- or Fire, 
Sword or Famine, call:upon us £0 re+ 
pent..\-In a word, every ſad Calami- 


. ty;of our Neighbour, every. aſtoniſh- | 


ing Providence that befalls :-him., 
preaches Repentanceto us: aloud, and 
Calls:.upon us. to repent before the 
lame, or greater Plagues than theſe | 
do overtake us. , | | 
: And that may My 

. - the meaning of . what 
nut ty bak weread in the Pſalmiſt, 
well. cranſlared - Thes. turneſf men "ta | 
Repemt , as Re-. .deftyuftron. 3: That IS, 
urn, whten Ht” "thou inflicteſt great C2- 
Senſe more am- Jamities upon:Men, axd 
biguous in this' ſayeft, return ye chilaren 
PE, -; -:\1 of men; that 15, thou 
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giveſt Men warning by theſe Judg- 
ments to Repent, and Return from the 
evil of their ways. The many Judg- 
ments of God in the World are fo 
many loud warnings to the Sinner to 
return and repent. 

Conſider in the next place, that 
God is ready to receive thee, and to 


' embrace thee upon 'thy-Repenrance, 


how many or great ſoever thy- fins 
have been : He that repents ſhall be 
welcomi unto God : That Goa, whom 
we ferve; does not delight in aur 
Death, but is greatly pleaſed that we 
ſhould retarn and live. | | 
There _ ſhall : be joy in 
Heaven over one [tmnmner 
that repents,, Luke 15. 
So our blefled Saviour 
hath told us more than 
onceinthat moſt comfortableChapter, 
where we ſhall find this truth variouſly 
exemplified tous. -- When the Prodt- 
gal Son was coming home, When: he 
was 4 great way off, hs father ſaw him, 
ard had compaſſion, and ran and fell 

F. 9 F-. 08 


Heus tu peccatoy / 
bono animo fis,vt- 
des ubi de tus 
gaudatur, Terr, 
de Poenitenr. 
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ox hes neck, aud hs Mied him : 

makes merry for his Son _ 8 

comes DOE, 8s as ys E may wo in that 

Chapter: Come we r5Þ, way Sinner, 

come while God he e; and he 

will bid thee welcom : Come thou | 
reat ,Sjaner s 3 that haſt heaped one 


dar fl ye another Sinner . 
& nee | many any years in Sins. 
Come thou weary 


rs 6 ml give thee reſt c 
He will in 20 wrſe caft thee out, Mat. 
LI, 28, | nade -37. Thou wilt make 
joy. in Heaven , a great joy among 
the Angels of God , Ray, God him- 
ſelf waus for its. aud will be great- 
ly pleaſed at thy Return. Thy Sing, 

how great, or many ſoever, (hall | 
be blotted ont, thy Name fthall be |- 
enrolled in the Book of Life, among. 
the Friends of God, ond Citizens of | 
FIG4VSPa apd thon ry rep fit 


all = boly Mien 20 and Angels of 'God 
r0 eternal Ages: Come away then, Q:. 
Sianer., ſtay no Jonger among the 
SUE: feed no ha an the m_ 

1e 


00g 
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the Gaelick 1nd Onforis 3 Teave off 
#y. Jins. $5 fog ih Poe, and 


titres th 
| ther giee, Tt fy Sie It oy ) em: 
brace thee: AN Mini- 


fters. to f6ll _ that the Sudper is 
ready, ahd he hath ſent us One to call 
in the per #hd tamed, the halt ard 
ww —j tht. is he hath given 0s IM- 
thilfiot. ee ic. the vileſt and un 
worthieſt hers, and to a them 
—7 ey all bs be welcoin, 14; 
efefore in the Name of 
God pu cal you, nd I do it ayain and 
ah; fa to the Lord, O Sin- 
v9g dd t it tive; and nor die 
God never” ſet Avay a repentin 
Sitin I Fidkbul mmefcy 3. Draw nigh 
ahd he WH draw nigh unto 
boy Jam, 4. The Devil "ll be 
apt to verfivace thee that God will not 
accept. thee, that he will doc pardon, 
aridthar he hath ito mercy for ſuch an 
one þ : by. rt 1 —_ lender 
0e thee ectrity, WIILE 
your to d6,it by Deſpazy * But bel 


hitts tior, for will geceiye £ b 
unto 
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. Unto mercy., .if thou do unfeignedly 

If turn to him. Herr rather what God. 
ll |! \ fays: hynwale, 7 F. lrwe, ' faith the 
|| Lord Got avs; 30' ' pleaſure 19 the 
WT || death of. the wicked, but- that the wick 


G | ye, turn ye, from Jour, evil ways, for 
# ll hy will you die; O houſe of Iſrael? 


Q || Ezek, 33, 1. © Whete:, God doth 
W || not only fay 1c, bur or Coienns it with 
8 | an Oath allo," That. we 

li 0 nos riiſerrimos, ' m1ight have a #rong COHs. 
Wil {r nec jurunt; Do- ſolatzos R who. hawe fled 


Wt 7711 edimys. 
Nil Tae Pocni- , Jor refuge, to lay bold ups 


ll | refit, Su * 044 the ' 0; ? et- before. us 

| I ' Heb. uo wecich 
; ou POE we. "Je" we &.; ngt believe. 
Wil 

ill 


| Got when, be * b ears by  hinſelf,, | 
Mili $5 the thing it . Tl is {o yy; ni | 


[it and blan!'f od. had deed 
Ii ot ot Heath, he might have. d 
Fly et''bs Jong 280 , What could 7Y 


|,  hidred"the' Almighty !. He. xght. 
 have'fent the Sinner to Hell from the 
| laſt drunken mpeting : The laſt time he * 
ler Vaths flie out of his mouth ,. he 
might haye preſently ſtopr, his {mouth 


” 
— OO —__—  ———— 
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with Fire and Br:mfone, and thrown 


. him into everlaſting Burnings: The 


mercy. of God hath kept him from 
being conſumed : , And all the Pari- 
ence and Forbearance of God hath 
abundantly teſtified that he fayed 
for his Gonverſzon, but delighted not in 
LES. 7: | 
.Conlider in the next-place this alfo, 
that if you neglect to repent now, and 
to ſecure For Souls, that this exhor- 
cation:will bear wicne(s againſt 'you ar 
that great day. And how fad will it 
be, that that which was intended for 
our, Gorer/ron , and: aternal welfare, 
hould .tura to your Confuſion {.. This: 
will be worth our ferjoos reflection. 
When we lie a dying, or when we: 
appear before our Judge , and our. 
Conſciences are throughly awakened, . 
this refletion 'will appall our Hearts, 


and wofully perplex. us, - When..we 
remember;that in.our- health we were. 
cold of . theſe; things z and .. intreated- 
earneſtly to- ſeek, the Lord. while be. 
might be found, and when: we. con-' 
ſider how ſecurely we. neg le Tech his 

| ex{10r- 
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exhortation , and put God off Foth 
time to time, till at laſt tine a ” 
more: How. will fuch thoughts 
theft amaze atid- confotttfd 5 | Go: 
now to 3 Man that lies #' dying,” whit | 
hath thus dealt with God, and if 
he be awakened before he ties, he 
will tell you a fad Story: Alas ( will 
be ſay) wretched man thit' Fam, 
who (hall: news. bel we ?. I Dave- brokt 
ofteai told of Death RT ul 4htl | 
of - the "Wrath of Gord agatn}f all Wn | 
regbteouſneſs, ane ring tallec who 
te repent, and feck the Fate of Goll | 
betemes': Buy 1 have -pitt — wr | 
fn og me's' I have: 
5, my Spoves-, and Ur BY 
ſineſs , and made 'my Heart fo  havtl; | 
that" the mercaes of - God, nov t rerrors 
of the. OO could overtuhme rt;; | 
and now Þ for fy natbing Mrfore te but the” 
Bottowtefr Pit ;| an u rim wo | 
Sorrow! O that” I-coald now ve 
the hairs which I Bats" ſpent ir doihg | 
zathing, or ##t aoine" withedly ! O that” 
_ has f tive which 1 ſpent in Taverns 
ane Plays; i# dreſſing ard cturting, in 


fao 


« @ @. 3 V La 
$238 


$6 - 


KH. 2 


 faobfh Devertiſements and impertinent 
Ms fir 


' how ſpend 


Tue? 
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r the honours and pleaſures 

4nd profits of the World; how could i 
and the exerciſes of Reliewn! Thus 
d&' many wretched Creatutes bes 
wail themſelves _ their uneaſie 
Beds : Some- 1 that never 
make ſuch Comphints, there are, 
alchough they have. bved; very wick 
edly, yer theſe Mens:Eyes are. open- 
ed when they approach their Judge , 
and are awakened wah the Flames of 
Hell about them. Now certainly, 
29 we would .not: be thus, excreamly 
miſerable, it wall : concern us -to- 
think of theſe things befote -rhey 
come to'pab : Ard I with it wonld 
pleaſe the Almighty fo effectually 
to put theſe T1 boughts in our Hearts: 
»9w, that: hereafter we might not be; 
x yg and overwhelmed: with 
k | | - .. ; | 6 
ider Jaſtly , 'what I ſaid and: 

proved before, chat you muſt repent 


or periſh, That wileſs you be born agatn, 
Yau cam never emer intd the 


K:ngaem of 


Heaven, 


EE em 
— 
—_— ———— 
= ———_— ——_ by 
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Heaven. You will never fee God 
hereafter without an © zzherent and' 
amverſal holineſs here : | Should 'Þ 
each you any other Doctrine , 
ould be-a moſt notorious Decervery, 
and a falſe Prophet. Nay, ſhould ar 
Anpel from Heaven preach any other 
Doctrine, we ought not to believe 
him. - This is the peculiar emmence 
of Chriſtian Religion, as. well as the 
undeniable Argument of the truth of 
ie, that it does indifpenſibly require 
an holy Life in order to-a future Hap- 
pineſs; and whatever Doctrine or Re- 
ligion doth diſpenſe with this, we may 
ſafely : conclude - ic. never. came from: 
God:: .It is true indeed, that: the: | 
Lives of moſt Men,and che Do&trines | 
of very:many, would ſeem to infinu- | 
ate, that this is z0t true: but ſureI am, | 
the Life and Do#rine of our bleſſed. 
Saviour teach.os nolefs. - And if we 
make that our Rule, we ſhall be eter-: 
nally deceived and undone,” if we do 
not”. become zew Greatures. Nothing: ' 
leſs than this will ferve your turn at:/ 
the long run ; And therefore chooſe ' 
PECS whether 
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whether you will repezt or - periſh3 
part with thy /izs, or with thy Goa, 


thy Soal, thy Hopes of Heaven, and 
W 


at-ever ought-to be moſt dear un- 
to. thee. The Religion» of Jeſus 
Ghrift- is a ſtreight incloſure , which 


' hath no Poferns to let in falſe Peo- 


ple at- Here is no indie or 
Diſpenſation to be had, which might 


pie a certain Superſedras from the 
abours and neceſſities of a Holy Life. 
All that paſs into Heaven mult go 
through that arrow Gate which lea 
inco it. | 


CHAP. VIL 
1008 now I might have done, one 
'A. would think, and conceive good 
hopes that you would no longer halr 
between two opinions; but that every 
Man ſhould ftrike his own breaſt, and 
fadly-think what he hath done, _ 
ſer 
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ſer upon. an effectual and ſpeedy Ke ' 
form2tion. "To the doing = ef 
we hive very great Argumems.# q 


move and perſwade.us, asappears- 
ot H&th been {ard above. © yet 
Eee oo 
0 g00 | 

har before I make anend,- thew; 
_ are ou uſual hindrames. char! 
keep, and ſo greatly catangle, Men, 
they do not proceed to,a ipeedy! 
and effec * Reformation and Am 
ment of L 

The =o | "0 0 ſhall name, is 
this : Men ſay they are 70t able to re-: 
pent, and amend of themſelves, and | 
rherefore i in vain do we exhort them | 
to it. They can do nothing, they | 
ſay, which isgood - Thereis a /} ſparita- | 
al Cramp upon them, by _ they | 
are diſenabled to move towards any 
thing - of ' amentmeac-of Life. "Thus | 
DodGtrine they . have been'thught, and 
they are willing to believe it ir moſt 
true. 1 ſhall therefore examine the 
truth of chis Preteace, And 
7. I obſerye the forw ardacks and 
olly 


"| 
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: fally of theſe Men who plead this 
' excuſe 3, when they are exhorted to 


i, repent, they ſay they cannot; but 


| power. 


ance to the hour of I_ 
11 {0 (GY they het 
will 


when they When 
they x, they ſay it is but repext- 
all will be well; but when 


N, rd and, wo upon to do that 
I fpeedrly and ney 4 then they pre- 
' tend it is 4v2pofile. , ge a they 
ſuppoſe it a wery eaſie thing, and 
another while alcogether ond therr 


by. Zr at other times they put off their 


2, It is very plain, that the greac 
| it lies an our wil, and not in the 
| want of power, however we may de- 
ty- | Cceive — {dn be made 
| ar at ay 0 nt toe 
<q our Faces : Nay, this may ea 
made evident now.allo. For t I.) 
Thar God commands things abjalte- 


ſt lyempoſiible, is a Doctrine very falfe, 


of whomſoever we have learned it, 
and hath of old been thought 2 perni- 


ctous Doarine, For who ſees _ LIE 
this 
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_ this were true, that the! 

Execramur eorum Goſpel would then be 
paper Fir of no- uſe at all, if it: 
alinid boini « did only oblige us, and 
Dev preceptum nothelp us 3 if it com! 
eſſe, &c. Hier. manded things impoſ-| 
= ad Dams file to be done, atid! 
Is ſhould there leave us to; 
Fee - an inevitable deſtructi-, 
on : But the Fault lies in our Will : 
For ( 2.) If we were withes and 
reſolved, we ſhouid not fit ſtill, and 
ſay we could not amend, but we! 
would try our utmoſt whether we! 
could or not : Ar leaſt we ( 3.) 
Should carefully. uſe thoſe means | 
which God hath appointed for our | 
Salvation. Though we cannot work | 
Grace in our Hearts, yet we can 
hear Gods Word, and read it, and | 
be frequent in the Houſe of Prayer: | 
The {ick Man cannot labour 1n_ bis : 
Fields, but yet he can take Phyſick, 
uſe a good Diet, and follow the Rules 
of his Phyſician, and by that means 
may-become ſtrong to labour again. 
@4)However;we ſhould not be fo well 
; contented |, 


find help from Heaven. 
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/ contented in this condition, if there 


were not a faultiin our 1. | 
- 3. Though we cart alone, yet 
with- Gods help we may amend our 
hearts and ways : We ſay, 4 Mar 


*| can do that which he can do by the help 


of h1s Friends : God. is as willing to 
RO as a tender: Father to help a 
Ghild carry that Burden, which he 
ſees too heavy. for him: It is a moſt 
true Saying, that He 

that ſets himſelf upon 4- 

menament of Life, will 


Nui ſe ad min. 
dationem accin- 
git, adjuuatur ca- 
litts, Þ& 
This is-a very certain X 

Truth, that a Chriſtians power and 
affiſtance is at leaſt equal to his work ; 
God is not ſo hard a Maſter as to 
command us things abſolutely im- 
poſſible : I- ſhall therefore prove, 
that if Men will make uſe of . that 
Power which God hath provided, 
they will have no reaſon to complain. 
For it- will appear, that God hath 
commanded nothing, but what he is 
very ready to help us to perform, ſo 
that if hereafter we miſs of Heaven, 
we. 


| een require- Ofdajence 


which: God hath provided us with | 
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vai thall have! reafob.only to blame] | 
onr ſelves. For if:C $ Commant| | 

yet” his A/i- 


2s hard and 4fficalt , 
Plences' 2nd Tihbs if mach we of 


1's confiderable, Thy 
Tape) dos we ly comment, by 
exables' us tO obey. eG 


gives Grace: ' It doth indeee 
mich - from us, but ther it ''dorlf 
beftow as. much; T ſhall therefore! 
name thoſe Helps and. Powers! 


all. 
(1.) He hats 1 omiſed' the mn: 
nar of his Holy -Sprrit, andthismnft 
Reeds: be: a- very- great and 
2t6ſivnee. And God! hath aſfared us | 
that he will beſtow his Spiriton ther 
that ask him, as: readily 'as a-Farhey 
will' give Bread' to his Child: char 
begs it of him : LEES _ readily,” 
for Fe carey Parems ive 
Gifts unto their Children, hw 
our Heawenly Pathey's 1ve the 
Fly FR Iris thews thit ak line? Luke 
IIs v3; No Promiſe- car be _— 
plain, 


oi 


J 


i TENOATD - 


—_ 


CS . 
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none can be 'more comfortable 
HE 13. q if ene es = 
do but humbly and earl, be $ this 
Foy Serine a5. ap hungry Child cries 
if we do nat quench. his 
2w012926 , nor grieve his preſence, we 
th He O Dr him, but we 
Far, ance very. eff 
e ſhall 


ve nou Suſe t0 comple 
thar we aro ea 


reafort to fear that = 5 Rag 

Be too. hard ig A us.3 but we 

find; ther be& th at 15 1.95, 1h. greater 

then he that is: in; the World, k Joba 
4:4. That is, we {ball figd. the Ho- 

F Spi ri; which: is ig. us, HOO En- 

ablingus ro. (lpport, but.to 


a OST OVErcormne. the Dexl, Y 

CAL Fear nor then ,, DUR. xE- 

i: l An 0is.on, thy, tide, 208 that 

Godyrovides, for. they. Seeurity.; Be 

nor” vine N he Devil, and; all. 

e Spirit of the Almighty 

pirzt,of Power; iS cagaged) 

EY . F will Cohn 
ofthe Prop 

Ticob, my" Servant , and thou 


Jeſhurun 
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Strength. 


| - Eyes were open, he woul 


Jeturun whom I hawe choſen : For.:4 
will pour water upon him that i 7 
fty, and floods upon the dry ground: 1 
will on jour my $94 upon thy or vs 
ſi ing upon upon thy Ofyring, [ 

x” 2. Chriſtian ——_ 
Strength than he is w_ of,. A 
ory Paneer engaged for him t 
again him, Indeed he 1s apt to. be 
afraid, and to deſpond, but 
becauſe-he does not know his own 
The Prophets . Servant 
was more afraid than he geeded, when 
his Maſter* ws beſieged, - but | the 
good Prophet bids him not fear, for 
they that be with us , "(lays be, are 
more than they that be with them , 
2 Kings 6. 16. and his Servant ſaw 8 
too when his. Eyes were opened. 


is fuft fo wich the weak: Chriſtian, | 


the Devil perſwades him he hath great 
Armies and Hoſts againſt him, but if 


that is| 


w_—  . 


ſee his 
wy greater than his Exemies. Tf 
ns us, who can be againſt | 

us? Now the Holy Spirit of God 
will help us mightily, if we humbly | 


beg 


| 


.-1| beg.his 2id2 and cherith his motions, 
id jo. done & follow MSCeKHhe 'and 
1 kisConduct;-' ON 

ww Another help, and very great 
enmouragement- which 'the Chriſtian 
hach ;; -15--theconſ{1deritiorr yt the 
Eife: and: Death- of- our, Lord! Jeftis | 
Chriſt. *Tharigreat example, which 


"be | he hath left: us, will-be of very great 


moment.to our amendment, if we do 
but :duly- refle&t upon--jir. The fighe. 
of: this' brazen” Serpent: * ane wonld 
think, ſhould cure eur: Diſtempers, 
and -heakthe corruption of © our Na- 
tures. - The great example of our 
Lord, were it always before our 
eyes, how! wanld-it-animate and 'en- 
courage Us'Hfi''otir Chriſtran courſe.! 
Methmks* we 'fliould adventure - on 
that path, which our Lord hath walk-' 
ed in before us: We. ſhould nor be. 


afraid of thoſe difficulties, which-our 


Lord hath oyercome? not be diſtyaid. 
atthoſe Tr Ng? Enemies, which 

; theCaptainrof:0ur'Salvation'did moſt 
undauntedly defpiſe and conquer. It 

; tsa great encouragement ito tht comr- 
| » H 7108 
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on Solazer to fee his Genetal engage! 


himſel{.n the greateſt dangers; and. ro. 
criumph over them: ſuch an Exami- 
ple ſhews him at once what he away 
do, . and. what he ought. And ve- 
rily, the example” of our. bleſſed Sa- 
viour ſhould: haye the ' ſame influence 


-upon -us : * How . can we! be proud, 


when he. was week and lowly in 


-heart:! 'Why ſhould we -complarz 


when he was patient even unto death? 


We may well. forgive \- ay Enemy, 
.when our Saviour prays, Father, for- 
Live them, for they know n0t' what they. 
do; and well may we be contented 
with our condition , when we re-. 
member .the. words of our: Saviour, 


when he was about to drink the moſt 


bitter Cup, AVot my wall, but thy will 


be done. 


3. Another help the Chriſtian hath 


71s, the Interceſhon of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt-in Heaven for him :. Did he 


rightly conſider Jeſus Chriſt ar the. 


7 


-righr hand of his-Father, he would not 


certainly be thus feeble-hearted. This 
conſideration would add a mighty vi- 
_ | gour 


— 
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gour, new Strength and Courage to 
every drooping Chriſtian , and to 


every young Convert. Though 
our Saviour died upon the Croſs, 


"| yet he revived again, and is yet 


alive, and appears before God on our 


| behalf: He #5 able to ſave them unto 


the uttermoſ#, that come unto God by 
him, ſeetrns he ever lroveth to make 
1nterceſſion for them. Hear this for 

great comfort, thou haſt an 


; High Prieſt in Heaven, .one that 
'| can pity and 
| and one that would help and {uccour 
| theez one that 

and pities 
| not a» High Prieſt that cannot be 


compaſſonate thee , 


that knows thy wants, 
thine mfirmities : We hawe 


tauched with the feeling of our ufirm1- 


ul.| ties, but was in all pornts tempted like 


And tn that he himelf ſuf- 
fered , betng tempted, he is able to 
ſaccour them that are tempted, Heb. 


| I4. I5. 2.18. Theſe Words bring 


with them a very great confolation to 
the drooping Sinner : He is not left. 
alone, and forſaken, God is with 
him : His bleſſed Saviour hath been 

| H 2 tempted 
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tempted himſelf, and even-now's 
very mindful of thoſe that are tempt- 


The next. H:zarance | ſhall name, 
is. this , which ſome Men may be 
ready to ſtumble. at,' They judge 
thus, If God have elected and choſen 


them, : his Decree ſhall ſtand, 'and 
they ſhall certainly be ſaved at laft : 


Bur, ſay they, if -God hath paſſed us 
by, then all our. endeavours will be 
ro no. purpoſe. - And therefore' we 
ſhall not need. be ſolicicous about ſuch 
matters as are already fixed and de- 


termined by the unalterable Council 


” = © and who hath refiſted his 
NY 111 + | : 
_ And thus does the Devil miſerably 


. cheat and delnde the poor finner, by 


his ſtrange reaches and artifices. Now 


I ſhall ſay ſomething to this pretence 


intheſe following Severals. 

I. It is certain that God's Decree is | 
not the rule of our Life, but his writ- : 
cen Word, and declared Will. If we 
open our Bible we ſhall find that He 


 , that believes ſhall be ſaved. This is 


the 


The Young Yans Duty: 149 

the language of the Holy Scriptures : 
'Tis a great piece of Pride and Folly 
in us, to be gazing on high for our 
direction , when. our way lies ſo 
plainly. before us. We need not 
climb into Heaven to make a ſearch, 
whether or no we are enrolled in the 
Book of Life. The word 15 1h. thee, 
if thou ſhalt . confeſs with ::thy mouth, 
the Lord: Jeſus, and ſhalt believe 1n 
thine heart, that God hath raiſed him 
from the dezd, thou: ſhalt be ſaved, 
Rom.15. 7,8, 9. If we repent and- 
believe the Goſpel, .it will go weil 
with 1s at the laſt and great day z but 


if we live and die in our fins, we ſhall 


be unavoidably miſerable: if 'we 
obey the Goſpel, no Decree of God 
will ſhut us out of Heaven. And if 
we continue in our fin' and unbelief, 
” Decree. of his:will bring us thi-- 
ther. | 
- 2, It is--agreed on all hands, that 
there is no Decree of Biſhop Dave- 
God ſhuts up a Man rn againſt 


under anece! ity of {in- 0m C, 2» 
mng, and being damned. Sin does not 
follow 


H 3 
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 faid to the wicked at that day, De- 


follow from Gods paſſing a man by, as 
an effect flows from its proper and 
true cauſe, and therefore a mans. dam- 
nation cannot flow from it. | 

3. And therefore at the day © 
Judgment, the Sentence of Con- 
demnation will not lay hold upon 
Men,. becauſe they were not elefed, 
put becauſe they were wiched, and 
ard mat obey the Goſpe, It ſhall be | 


part from me ye curſed 1#to everla. 
fring fire, 6c. And wherefore is 
it 2 Not becauſe they were inevica- 
bly decreed to ir, but for their own 
wickedneſs, as it follows 3 For I 
was an hungred and ye gave me 0 
meat; I was thirſty and ye gave men. 
drink, GC. 

' 4. If Gods Decree were to be 
our rule, no Man could: have any 
ground at all for his Faith,. and the 
Gofpel would be a moſt uſeleſs and 
ineffectual thing, which would be 
moſt abſurd to believe. For we know 
chat there is in the Goſpel the greateſt 
ground for every mans faith and = 
X nar 
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that is imaginable: We ' have great 
encouragement to receive the mer- 
cy which God offers us by his Son: 
]f we do: not-ſhut' our ſelves -out, 
our Saviour doth not exclude us. 
The Goſpel opens a large Door -of 
Hope, if we do not ſhat it upon our 
ſelves. ' Him that cometh to me, ſays 
our Saviour, I will im no wiſe caft 


out, Johns; 37. - Did 'our Saviour put 


any back, becauſe they were zot 
eleFed,: and therefore he could not 
receive them ?.- Did he require any 
more than this, that they ſhould 
repent ,: and obey the. Goſpel * If he 
be ſo: merciful- as not'ro ſhut us our, 
why ſhould we be” ſo cruel as to 
exclude our felves ? Did the A 
ſtles and firſt Preachers of the 
ſpel , require any more of their Con- 
verts 'but Faith and Repentance ? 
"Was not this all that Ph:{zp- requi- 


red of the Ethio9zan Eunuch, and 


St. Paul of the Goaler , that they 
ſhould believe in the Lord Jeſus ? -A#s 
8. 36, 37. 16. 30,31. No Man that 
believes ſhall miſcarry; and there: 

| H 4 is. 
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is in the Goſpel all poſſible encourage 
ment for our Fath.  - - | 
And therefore:;-we ' ought not to 
make the way, to:Heaven- more nar- 
row 'than it ts; and. to, ruine our 
ſelves by our groundleſs fears, when 
our Daty is fo plarz, and our Ercon- 
ragement ſo great:. It: with'well be- 
Come: ws to: work: whilſt -it is:day, be- 
fore. we are buried in aneternal dark- 
neſs :-If- we fit ſtill-whiles bur time 
ſpends; and our day makeshaſt from 
us; if. wediſpute over our work, and 
neglect to do it,we ſhall ſoon fit down 
in everlaſting forrows.' 'Tis a ſign we 
neither- love our work; nor:yet our 
Maſter, when we are ſo eaſily diſcou- 
raged from it. Sure I am; that he 
which values his Life, will take care 
how: to preſerve it, though he: ſhould 
believe the-term-of it fixed, and not 
#2oveable-:\ For- certain it is, that he 
will die, if he ſtr ſtil] and do nothing, 
and fo ſhall we alſo, if -we- be not 
wile berimes, 
Another Hizarance is this, Men 
are.not willing to repent as . yet, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe they look upon Religion as a ve” 
ry hard Saying, a Melancholick and” 
very grievous Diſcipline : And how- 
ever it may become ſage, and aged 


Perſons, it. is not thought fit for the 


active and the young, who muſt nor 
look to ſee a good day ever after. 
This . generally- is the. pretence of 
young Perſons againſt a Religious Life ! - 
I ſhall deſire theſe Men to conſider im- 
partially theſe following things. 

I. Whether it be not a very : un- 


| juſt thing, .that thoſe Men ſhould'paſs - 


this Cenſure : upon Religion, - that 
never made -any. Trial of--jt: ! -*Tis 
very. unequal that- the fame Man-- 
ſhould be both Accuſer and Fudge : 
and that a Man ibpuld condemn before 
he- hath coxorfed : Now: this is::the 
pretence. of the.-prophane-'and irrel1= 
gious, Who have no reaſon to pro- 
pounce againſt Religion, which they 
have had zo experience of, A blind 
F474 is AR .ancompetent Jaage of ' C0< 
lours, but: yet. not- more-incompetent 
than theſe Men in:the.matters of Re- 
ligion ; Chriſt _— will not eſcape 
8. 2. 
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a ſevere Sentence, if Pontius Pilate 
may. be allowed to be the Zudge,. and: 
his Enemies his Arcuſers, | 
2. Let us confider which is the 
harder Saying of theſe: two, Repent,, 
or Periſh; Repent, or lie down in ever- 
laſting _ Which is the harder 
Saying of theſe two ? Repent, and be- 


liewe the Goſpel, Mark 1. 15. Or, 


Depart ye curſed mto: everlaſting fire, 
Matth. 25. 1. Certainly, the Sinner 
that ſhall fall into the hands of Gods 
Juſtice, will find no ſorrow like that 
forrow - And though he may now: 
think Repers an hard Saying, yet he 
will find Depart ye curſed very much: 
harder. The People thought Sole- 
#0z's.an heavy yoke, but that was 
light to that which they muſt expe 
from his Sen, whoſe lictle Finger 
would be bigger than his: Fathers 
Loins. We muſt bear the loke of 
Ghriſt, or the chatns of darkzeſs: We 
muſt 7eturz unto God by a new Life, 
or Elſe be turned mmto Hell with all the 
Nations that forget. God, 


3. The 


IC 
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'.. T3, The-injunRionof Sin and Saran 
"are hard ſayrmgs 'allo , nay, harder 
than:the exercite! of Religions. and 
therefore the Sinner hath no reaſon 
to 'nſe this pretence. Men ferve an - 
-hard Maſter when they ſerve the 'De- 
-vil-or rheir-own' lufts3 and yer. this 
. they do-without cotfiplaining, though 
xheycommandithem'unreaſonable and 
contradictory things,Þ and inſtead of- 
Tewarding:them for their pains, de- 
!prive.thenr.of their -inflocence; their - 
peace and comfort, the favour of 
Godz:and'the:- hopes of Heaven, And 
-athyy complain-:rhat* God*-is an 
hard Maſter, though he both reward 
us, and help us to do our work, Did. 
we: ſerve God as induſtrioufly -as we . 
ferve the Devil and the world; we 
mighe be bappy-'with the ſame pains 
that now* we 'are miſerable. Ir is 
no ſmall pains the Sinner many ttmes 
is at *to' -be- undone. 'He' digs his 
Grave, "ay , * and - makes his way: 
co Hell- with no 'ſmall+ difficulty; 
We -can take ary parrs ' ro: be 927- 
ſerable, but. will take nous to be 
's IRPLY 
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happy... If the thing were-rightly con: 


ſidered, there is more: of pain un:a 
difloluce life, :than in a Religions: s:n 
| the - works of the feſt, 

"Epga oupxes than” 1n the fruws of 
em -.4pa 49.44 ; righteouſneſs, and ofthe 
ar oy er -Sprrit,» When theiA- 
{07x Theo-'- |POIUIE reckons up godd, 
phylaQ.1n Cal: and: evib:wworks ,"-the 
$. 22... _ good. be calls|jthefrarts 
_ of the Spyit, whichiis: 

very kindly;exprefled 3- but (the evil 
he calls the'works. of the leh 5-25 


is thoughtzjto. Jet us\/know the arf- 


ficultzes. and labours- of a. ſtufal - conrſe, 
Gal. 5.19. 22. And- cer- 
tainly, 1f we would be at the pains 
to; conſider :it;. we ſhould find that 
thoſe: frumns-of the Spixet are much 
more eaſe and joyous-than'the works 
of the . fie, Let. us but compare 
them a [lictle, and we ſhall find- it 
true. , The. fruit of the Spirit- zs lowe, 
Joy, peace »-long-ſuffering, gentleneſs., 
gaaneſs,:' faith; meekneſs, temperance, 
Nhat 1s, there - here that will - pat 
us.to any pain-Or. ſorrow ? Nay;they 

aftord 
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[afford as:much quier, and-are attend- 
ed with ancaſe that the Works.of-the 
Heth wallnot admit of; Now -among 
.the works of the fleſh he reckons 
Adultery , Hatred, Variance, Strife, 
:Seattion, Envying,.. Murders, Drun- 
thepneſs;:2nd; Revilhags,: Now what 


ſorrows :doi:not- thele - ithings . bring 
-ppon-us 2 Who can:expreſs the for- 
rows: and parznus of Adultery, and 
F Drunkenneſs {the torments of Envy ! 
the. turaorls and confaſrons that come 
from Strife: and 'Sraitronis !. the: wi- 
eafincſs.' of Hatred and” Variance ! and 
the very | Hell-which [he lets: into'his 
Soul ,: who is guilty of Rewell;ngs 
and Murders ; will any Man believe 
that. Drunkenueſs is eafier than Tex: 
perance, or that lowe has as much of 
pain as: Hatred i:and Emvy :'or that 
the chafte imeer with as- manv»:ifors 
rows as the Aaulterer doth ?:+-May 
not. any: one perceive, that joy -and 
peace," and | Genneneſ and weekneſs , 
are' more' pleaſant": than Fa- 
rtance and 'Revelling;” S$taitionsand 
Murders ?. ©) NEE y 
0 
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So that the Sinner hath:no reaſon 
to. uſe: this pretence againſt Religion z 
for 'tis but a chearanddelafion, 'tis a 
falſe Report brought bp by a wick- 
ed Spie” The Devil does. by Chri- 
ftian Religion as the old Heathens 
did by Chriftians. They put them 
into the skins'of the wild' beaſts; and 
then they worried them. © He mif- 
repreſents a moſt excellent Religion, 
and then his inſtrumenrs aſlaulc ir, 
Bur certainly the Sinner in the mean: 
time: will be left without excuſe; he 
is afraid of ' that which would nor 
hure him: And' thoſe thar have been 
Induſtrious in 'the ſervice of God 
can tell him, that they. can find 
no fault with their Maſter or. their 

work. {1 . TITLE G3 - 
4. Let him that thinks Religion ſo 
great:.a ABvIy; look at the end of it. 
'Tis great-wiſdom: to- conſider the end. 
of a- matter, how it cloſes and ſhuts - 
up- We uſe, to ſay, We aruþ.-act 
praiſe @ fetr,day:tyll myht: And it was 
wiſely, anfyered of ;him, :that was 
asked. his opinion of two perſonhs,. 
| whom - 
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whom he thought the happier, when 
he replyed, That it could not be knows 
which- was the happier man till they 
were dead; That is well that ends fo : 
Who would not die the death of the 
righteous, and who would not deſire 
that his latter end might be like his > 
We ſee but the ſaddeſt part of Religing 
in this World, the more /12ht/om: part 
remains for us, when we thall be ad- 
ded to the Spirits: of Juſt Men-made- 
perfe&t.. Now we have the bitcereſt 
draught, our Saviour keeps the beſt: 
Wine to the laſt. The Devil does nor 
do thus. He deals with us as Jael did. 
by S$:ſera,, who gave him fair words, 
coveredhim with a Mantle, and gives. 
him Milk to drink in-his thirſt : Bur 
ſhe conceals the Nail and the Hammer 
wherewith ſhe opened a+ way for his 
Soul to flie-out. 'Thus the Devil:does: 
with us, he tells us fair Stories of what 
he will give us, if we will be his Ser- 
vants, but he hides the Hook under 
his Bait, he ſays nothing of the Ham- 
mer-and Nail, of the Inſtruments of 
Death which wait for us: . © RD 

| no- 
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- Another Hinnrance is, a milunder- 
ſtanding of the deſign of Chriſt's 
Death, and. an ill uſe which we 
make of it. The moſt wicked and 


diſlolute will ſay, he hopes to be | 


faved by the Blood of Chriſt, who 
died for- 'Sinners , ' and © therefore 
they. think they have no. more to 


do, but ſtrongly: to reſt- thetnſelves- 
upon - the .Blood of © Jeſus , - and by | 


that. means . excuſe themſelves from 


arr Obedience. to the Laws of Chriſt, | 


Bur, -.. ; 


1. They: make: an ill uſe. of :the 
Death of Chriſt, that encourage 
themſelves in their fins; for Chriſt 
died not only to deliver us from 
the Guilt and Puniſhment, but alſo 
from the Power © and : Dowtnron of 
our fins He gave himſelf for us; 
that he might redeem us from all 1nt- 
quity., and purifie unto biunſelf a pecus 
lar. People; zealous of good works, Tit: 
2; 14 2:Triis [true indeed, There & 
now nd..conemnation to them which 
are in Ghrift Jeſus, But _ 
they ? 
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they ? Who walk aut after the Fleſh, but 
after the. Spirit, Rom. 8, 1: 


'2. Tr is certain , that whatever 
Chriſt hath ſuffered , will do us no 
00d, unleſs we own him to be our 
ord and Saviour, unleſs we repent 
and believe the Goſpel, that is, un- 


' | feſs:that we perform the condition of 
' the new Covenant. For though 
| Chriſt have done his part in order to 
| ohr recovery , yet he hath not done 
' ours alſo: He hath left us ſome- 


thing to do, »/z. to perform the 


| condition of the Goſpel, We muſt 
| have;a Faith and Re- | 


pentance, or elſe. we- |; 7 par 


| ſhall be excluded from fides 2 Opinor 


the mercy of the Goſ- fideliter hominem 
el. Now we cannot Chriſto credere, 
ſaid *ro believe in. RE fide 
Chriſt _ unleſs we - do - liter Dei manda- 
obey him, unleſs 'we- ra ſervare. Salvs 
receive him as our de Gub. Del 
Lord : otherwiſe we | * 
have. but fancy for TE 
faith 
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fatth, What ſays . the Scripture in 
this matter ! It rells us, thac Chriſt 
being made perfet, ( or being conſe- 


crated by his Death on the Croſs, | 
2s the Jewiſh Prieſts were conſe- 


crated by the Ceremonies of the 
Law of Moſes) he became the Author 


of eternal ſalvation unto all them that | 


ebey him , Heb. 5. 9: - Our Saviour 
rells us plainly, He that. belieweth on 
the Son hath everlaſting life : And he 
that belteveth mot, or ( as it may 

be very well rendred) 


Qi coupe LR He that obeyeth mt | 
Caftal. ' * the Jon, ſhall not - ſee | 
Life 5 but the wrath. 


of God abideth on him , John 6; 
36. 

Another great Hindrance is our 
worldly Afﬀairs and Buſineſs. Our 
Farms and Yokes of Oxen, the Cares 
of this World, and the deceitfulneſs 
of Riches, are the great Enemies to- 
Religion, and Amendment of Life: 
This Covetouſneſs made Fudas betray 
our Saviour, and the Phariſees der:de 
tim,. and Demas forſake him,. and the 
young 


tl 


. | les Sorrows. 
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young man go from him forrowfal , 
the Gadarens weary of him, and the 
wicked World perſecute him in his 


| Followers. 


Bur ler ſuch Men confider, how 


| fad a bargain it will be to garz the 


Warld, and loſe their Soul. Nothing 


- | can make amends for ſuch a loſs: 
| We read of one Ly/- | 


Plurarch. de his 
-qut. ſfer0 a num» 
ne pun, 


machus a King, who 
was forced to reſign 
his Kingdom to his ene- 
mies for ſomething to allay his heat,. - 


| and fatisfie his Thirſt 5 who when he 
| drank, complained of his own Cala- 
' mity , Who for ſo ſhort a pleaſure, 


ſhould be deprived: of fo great a King- 
dow. Well may the Sinner cry out 
then, who-for a liccle Wealth or Ho- 
nour in this World, hath not only 
deprived himſelf of an eternal King- 
dom, but muſt lie down. alfo-in end- 
How infinitely will 


this perplex him hereafter, when he 
ſhall be in theRegijons of Darkneſs and 
of Sorrow, to think that he ſhould, 
in purſuit of the World, loſe his Souh, 
| an 


AGES «© 
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and that at once loſe his Soul and the 
World too ? 

Another Heindrance is, an Opi- 
nion that our Sins are greater than | 
can be forgiven: They have con- | 
tinued ſo long in their great and 
heinous Sins , that they - fear they. ' 
are now Within the reach of mercy. 
But ſuch a Man muſt know, 


1. That Gods thoughts are not as 
our thoughts. He tells us', 7 the 
wicked forſake his way, he will have: | 
mercy upon him ,*and he will abun-. | 
aantly pardon, $Þor , ſays he, my 
thoughts are nat your thoughts , neither 
are your ways my ways, Iſa. 55. 7, 8. 
And certainly there is z0t leſs merc 
7n the Goſpel, than there was under the 
Law, but more, Thoſe fins which 
under the Law could not be expiated, | 
will under the Goſpel upon our Faith 
and Repearance be forgiven. This 15 | 
very evident, and St. Paul tells us 
no leſs in theſe Words ; By him all 
that believe are juſtified from all 
thints ,. from _ Je could not 6: 


- 


juſtified | - 


4 


. | wnto me, | will tin mo wiſe caſt ont, 


| 
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iuftifyed by the Law of Moſes, Ads 
13. 39. 

2. Chriſt came not to call the 
righteous, but Sinners to repentance. 
He came to heal thoſe that were ſick. 
[The more (ſenſible we are of our fins, 
and fpiricual maladies, the more need 
have we of a Saviour, and the great- 
er aſſurance that he will receive us. 
Gome unto me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt, Mat. 11.28. And him that cometh 


' Fobn'6. 37. Thy fins muſt not dif- 


courage thee from coming to Chriit, 
who came into the World for ſuch, 


' and hath- received as great Sinners 


as thou art, as you may ſee, 1 Gor. 
G.11. Such were ſome of you, but you 


_ are waſhed, ec. If thy fins be as Scar- 


ler, yet if thou art ready to part with 
them, they ſhall become as white as 
Snow, 1/a. 1: 16, 17, 18. | 
The laſt Enaraxce, and I fear, the 
moſt commonzis the neglect of the or- 
dinary means of Grace, Faith comes 


by hearing, and hearing by the word of 


God, 
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God, Rom: 10. 17. But ſome are | 
ſo prophane, and ſome ſo proud. 
that they will not hear at all - And 
for thoſe that do, yet they take no | 
care how they hear : They- neither 
prepare before hand, nor attend in | 
the ſervice, nor yet conſider of it | 
afterwards. The Preacher is looked | 
on as Lot was by his Sons, as one 
that mocks. And though God have 
written, and we preach the great 
things of the Law, they are counted 
4 ftrange thing, Hoſ. 8. 12. We hear 
indeed, but we go away and for- 
get what manner of Perſons we 
were; we g0 away, not the wiler, 
nor the better for it - And chat 
becauſe we came thither with no 
hearty delires to get more know- 
ledge, or more Grace. Should God 
make a ſearch in one of our Aſſem- 
blies, and proceed from the higheſt 
to the loweſt, he would, I fear, find 
but few among us that had been 
upon our Knees before we came to- 
gether to ask his blefling upon his 
Word: Few that come with any long- 
| ing 


thereby. Perhaps fome might be 
found that couid not tel] for what 


| end they were come together. And 


ſo long as we are thus careleſs and 


| remiſs in thoſe things which God 
| hath appointed for our Salvation, tis 


no wonder we proceed to no Refor- 
mation. 
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. 4ng deſires after the fincere milk of 
| Gods Word, that they might grow 


